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INTRODUCTION:

Humanity strived throughout the ages to develop an ideal way of selecting
leaders and forming the perfect government. A number of modern nations
decided that any citizen can cast their vote in a box thus producing a leader
selected by the majority in what’s described as a democratic process. Some
thinkers found that the rule of the elites or philosophers was best, because the
fate of the nation cannot be entrusted to commoners and laymen. Others
believed that certain higher races or designated bloodlines may rule over all
others to avoid future chaos or bloody power struggles. However, we came to
learn from humanity’s experience that all methods and systems developed by
man are flawed and imperfect. Indeed, the most perfect form of government
we ever reached is one where a divinely chosen individual guided by God rules
over the subjects and decides for them, this system is recognized by humanity
as “The Prophethood”.

{Muhammad is naught but a Messenger; Messengers have passed away
before him. Why, if he should die or is slain, will you turn about on your
heels? If any man should turn about on his heels, he will not harm God in
any way; and God will recompense the thankful} [3:144]

God decreed that prophethood should end with the passing of the seal of
prophets, Muhammad son of ‘Abdullah peace be upon him, in the 11th year of
Hijrah (632 AD). It is commonly believed by researchers and the vast bulk of
those who adhere to the Muslim faith that God chose no other divine individual
after Muhammad (saw) neither was a specific system of government enforced
upon mankind by the good Lord. The last Prophet (saw) left his disciples and
followers with the clear message and broad guidelines of the Holy Book in
addition to much advice and wisdom from his Sunnah. Thus, humanity would
strive once again, based on the teachings of their holy Book and the instructions
and guidance of their Prophet (saw) to establish a strong and prosperous state
of justice that pleases both mankind and their Almighty Creator.

Abu Bakr bin abi Quhafah, also known as al-Siddiqg, was the first Muslim leader
to assume authority after prophethood concluded and the first to be referred to



as “Khalifah” or “Successor” by the Muslims of the Arabian Peninsula. This book
we present to you dear reader is a detailed account of this man’s story and how
he came to be the head of the earliest Islamic government, what were the
obstacles to his ascension and the consequences it created.

The historical event in which Abu Bakr acquired the Bay'ah (pledge of
allegiance) is known as “al-Sagifah” in reference to a location called “Saqgifat
bani Sa‘idah”. A Saqifah is a wide structure with a roof and closed walls from
three sides. The fourth side (often northern) is open with some pillars while the
roofing is made from tree branches and palm leaves then covered with clay. The
function of this structure is to serve as a gathering place for tribesmen, where
they can discuss matters of concern or just to socialize and bond. The famous
Sagifah we speak of is located in Madinah, on the north-western side of the
prophetic mosque between the gardens and houses of the children of Sa‘idah, a
Khazraji tribe.

Even though this may be just another history book, know that | have placed
great efforts to compile a unique and solid piece, filled with benefits and
knowledge that the average English reader cannot acquire from any other
contemporary books that touch on this subject. We’ve been blessed in modern
times with unlimited access to digital and traditional libraries so praise be to
God who made our job easier than that of our ancestors. Through this blessing,
we have been able to review some of the major historical works -In the English
tongue- covering this period by contemporary Sunni scholars (e.g ‘Ali
Muhammad al-Sallabi) or contemporary Shia scholars (e.g Rasul Ja'fariyan).
Unfortunately, what we found in these English books concerning the story of
successorship was rather disappointing and this was either due to sectarian
biases, a twisted methodology or simply lack of research. The reader can easily
get a hold of such books in our days, then compare our material to theirs in
order to see a vast difference in details, explanations and the richness of
historical texts included therein.

This book contains a story, told by the people who witnessed certain events and
recorded them, using their own words and expressions. | merely collected their
words and narrations then stitched them together; It was more of a collage in
this sense where parts of people’s narrations and accounts are combined and
merged into one full story that is easy to read and understand. This means that
none of the material below is written by the pen of the author rather they are
texts that are gathered and arranged in chronological order for the benefit of



the reader. The original Arabic wording as well as all resources have been
provided to make the job of the researchers easier in case they wish to return to
the original books or study the chains. Returning to the ancient Arabic books is
recommended for all those who can, since after reading them the researcher
will almost certainly reach the same conclusions we listed at the end of our
book.

What prompted me to write a book on the subject was the common person’s
ignorance concerning the matter, generally whether Sunni or Shia. I've seen lay
people from both groups come up with fascinating tales and unrealistic stories
that have no historical basis whatsoever. Although | knew that this was mainly
due to the abandonment of books and literature for the indulgence of worldly
pleasures that are now so instantly accessible, the biggest shock came from
people who were in fact well-read but still unfamiliar with real events that took
place in those days.

The simplistic stories propagated by both teams often miss their marks and
below | briefly provide the most common narratives so that readers may later
reflect on how wrong both versions are and how far Muslims have strayed from
the original narrative of the ancient books.

The typical Sunni story goes like this: The Companions planned a gathering
where they all discussed and unanimously agreed on Abu Bakr as the best and
worthiest leader among them without objections.

On the other hand, the typical Shia story goes the opposite direction: The
Companions were evil scoundrels who rushed to conspire and usurp “Ali’s divine
right, robbing him of his inheritance then tying him up and murdering his wife
and kid.

Our methodology was to return to the majority of available early history books.
We chose the most popular and widespread books written by major historians
and scholars of Hadith taking into special account the earliest of sources.
Secondly, we collected all accounts related to the event of Sagifah from all
scholars and historians and went through all of it numerous times in order to
familiarize ourselves with the variations and differences. Thirdly, we organized
various chapters for our story and placed each historical text in its rightful
chapter so that we have a chronological flow of events. Fourthly, we researched
the main authentic chains and narrations for this event since doing so was



critical for the following reason: If we do not rely on the authentic narrations to
construct a skeleton for our story, then we will cause ourselves great confusion
due to many conflicts in events and contradicting accounts. Let’s offer some
examples to clarify:

In all authentic and most numerous historical accounts we find "Ali praising Abu
Bakr and adhering to his command. Therefore, we cannot include as part of our
story some odd tale about how Abu Bakr ordered "Ali’s house to be burned to
the ground and that his family be put to death then at the same time include
“Ali’s praise for Abu Bakr two paragraphs below it unless A- “Ali has a split
personality disorder or B- “Ali is lying to save his life. We do not have any
evidence the man was mentally ill and we have mass-transmitted and authentic
texts proving his courage and fearlessness especially in the face of rulers and
opponents, so the only logical conclusion is that the story is a lie. The narration
of the house burning (also referred to as “the broken rib”) in the form that is
propagated by Shia today conflicts with most events in all major historical
sources as well as the authentic reports so it is dismissed as a fabrication by
“Ali’s Shia.

Another example is a narration stating that "Ali, upon hearing that Abu Bakr is
receiving allegiance in the mosque, hurries outside of his house that he forgets
to button his shirt in order to not miss giving Abu Bakr a pledge. This report also
conflicts with the authentic narrations and the majority of historical accounts
that clearly state “Ali did not attend the gathering at the mosque and was upset
at Abu Bakr for not informing Banu Hashim of this matter. This type of story is
dismissed as a fabrication by Abu Bakr’s Shia or those of Banu Umayyah or Banu
"Abbas. In brief, the expertise of a compiler enables him to distinguish between
sectarian fabrications by extremists with political motives and what is a
legitimate and reasonable report without even scrutinizing the chains. This is a
skill only attainable after much reading and research into the books of various
Islamic sects.

Another example is, the narratives recorded by the popular historian Sayf bin
‘Umar al-Tamimi who writes that al-'Abbas was the first man informed of the
Ansar’s meeting at Saqifah and so he ordered Abu Bakr to go there and resolve
the situation. This cannot be included in our story as it conflicts with plenty of
reports that declare that ‘Umar was the first man to hear; ‘Umar then only
informed Abu Bakr so the Hashemites were upset for not being consulted
according to authentic traditions. All in all, a study of all the main historical



sources and connected narrations helps in detecting odd stories and lies added
by storytellers throughout the ages.

After gathering all texts, arranging them in chapters and eliminating any
anomalous fabrications and repetitions, the next step was to connect as many
texts as possible to create one contiguous story instead of separated narrations
with many chains as that will make the events harder to follow and turn this into
a traditional book of Hadith instead. With God’s help, we managed to piece all
of the narrations together in a unique way that we hope pleases God and our
readers.

The book will contain the Arabic texts extracted from the various reports,
sometimes even the names of the main narrators to help understand who is
narrating the story. All the texts below are simply merged narrations and rarely
do we find words from the original historians or by the author of this piece.
Adding my own explanations and commentary was unavoidable even though
the reader is free to dismiss them; Whatever clarification or comments | make
will be minimal and preceded with the words “I say”.



HISTORICAL SOURCES:

This book is a summary from accounts of Sagifah & Shura available in the
following historical sources:

1. Al-Riddah wal-Futuh li Muhammad bin *Umar al-Wagqidi (d.207 AH)

2. Fada’il wa Musnad Ahmad bin Hanbal al-Shaybani (d.241 AH)

3. Al-Sunan al-Kubra li Ahmad bin Shuayb al-Nasa’i (d.303 AH)

4. Al-Musannafli *Abdullah ibn abi Shaybah al-"Absi (d.235 AH)

5. Al-Tabaqat al-Kubra li Muhammad ibn Sa*d al-Hashimi (d.230 AH)

6. Al-Akhbar al-Muwaffagiyyat lil Zubayr bin Bakkar al-Qurashi (d.256 AH)

7. Ansab al-Ashrafli Ahmad bin Yahya al-Baladhuri (d.279 AH)

8. Al-Saqifah wa Fadak li Ahmad bin “Abdul-"Aziz al-Jawhari (d.323 AH)

9. Al-Imamah wal Siyasah al-Mansub li *Abdullah bin Qutaybah al-Dinawari (d.276 AH)
10. Al-Muntadhim wal-Talbis li *Abdul-Rahman bin “Ali ibn al-Jawzi (d.597 AH)

11. Kitab al-Futuh li Ahmad bin A’ tham al-Kufi (d.314 AH)

12. Tarikh al-Umam wal-Muluk li Muhammad bin Jarir al-Tabari (d.310 AH)

13. Fath-ul-Bari li Ahmad bin "Ali ibn Hajar al-"Asqalani (d.852 AH)

14. Al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar li Isma'il bin “Ali abi al-Fida’ (d.732 AH)

15. Al-Sahih al-Jami" li Muhammad bin Isma'il al-Bukhari (d.256 AH)

16. Tarikh al-Mas" udi wa Ithbat Imamat "Ali li “Ali bin Husayn al-Mas udi (d.346 AH)
17. Al-Tarikh li Ahmad bin Ishaq al-Ya' qubi al-Shi'i (d.284 AH)

18. Al-Bid’ wal-Tarikh lil-Mutahhar bin Tahir al-Maqdisi (d.355 AH)

19. Jami" al-Athar fil-Sirah li Muhammad ibn Nasir al-Din al-Shafi'i (d.842 AH)

20. Al-Rawd al-Aniq fi Imamat al-Siddiq li Muhammad ibn Zinjawayh (d.359 AH)

21. Al-Kamil fil Tarikh li “Ali ibn al-Athir al-Jazari (d.630 AH)



22.. Sharh Nahj-ul-Balaghah li *Abdul-Hamid ibn abi al-Hadid al-Mutazili (d.656 AH)
23. Al-Mubtada’ wal-Mab' ath wal-Maghazi li Muhammad bin Ishaq (d.151 AH)

24. Mirat-ul-Zaman li Yusuf Sibt ibn al-Jawzi (d.654 AH)

25. Al-"1qd-ul-Farid li Ahmad bin Muhammad al-Andalusi (d.327 AH)

26. Al-Awa’il li Al-Hasan bin *Abdullah al-"Askari (d.395 AH)

27. Al-Maghazi li Musa bin *Ugbah al-Madani (d.141 AH)

28. Al-Musannafli *Abdul-Razzaq al-San"ani (d.211 AH)

29. Tarikh-ul-Madinah li *Umar ibn Shubah al-Numayri (d.262 AH)

30. Tarikh-ul-Khamis lil-Husayn bin Muhammad al-Diyarbakri (d.966 AH)

31. Tarikh-ul-Islam wa Siyar-ul-A'lam li Shams-ul-Din al-Dhahabi (d.748 AH)

32. Al-Hilyah wa Tathbit-ul-Imamah li Ahmad abi Nu"aym al-Asbahani (d.430 AH)

33. Nihayat-ul-Irab li Shihab-ul-Din al-Nuwayri (d.721 AH)

34. Sharh ul-Usul Ii Hibatullah al-Lalika’i (d.418 AH)

35. Al-Kuna wal-Asma’ li Muhammad abu Bishr al-Dulabi (d.310 AH)

36. Al-Sunnah li *Abdullah bin Ahmad bin Hanbal al-Baghdadi (d.290 AH)

37. Fada’il al-Siddiq li Muhammad bin “Ali al-"Ushari (d.451 AH)

38. Al-Dala’il, al-I"tigad wal-Sunan li Ahmad bin Husayn bin “Ali al-Bayhaqi (d.458 AH)
39. Al-Mustadrak i Muhammad bin “Abdullah al-Hakim al-Nisaburi (d.405 AH)

40. Al-Dala’il wal-Mughni li *Abdul-Jabbar al-Mutazili (d.415 AH)



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

Below, | answer quick questions | assumed readers might have:
Is this book relying solely on narrations with authentic chains of transmission?

No, the book is not limited to what is known as “Sahih”. We have based it on
authentic narrations but not every word and sentence is taken from an
authentic report. If readers wanted only what is authentic they can simply rely
on the large narration in Bukhari then add to it a few other reliable narrations
from Tabari, Ahmad or Ibn Sa'd. What we consider “Sahih” in terms of
transmission, altogether will not exceed a couple of pages. Authentic material
will leave room to a number of unanswered questions and often drop the most
valuable details that enable us to truly understand situations. In order to
discover the full story, we included all historical reports in the famous books as
long as they don’t conflict with what’s authentic or the general flow of events.
This is the best method to acquire the most benefits so that no reader will finish
this book without having a deep understanding of history, the various
arguments, the mentalities, the sociopolitical conditions, the context of
statements and the order of events.

Have you relied on Twelver Shia history books?

Twelver Shia books have been transmitted in secretive ways among the
followers of their sect, thus they cannot be viewed as widespread or popular.
Furthermore, Shia in general and especially Twelvers suffer from lack of
resources, their sects have not been able to preserve their books and even what
survives today is mostly of questionable origins according to their own scholars.
Possibly out of all sources we gathered from, the only early historian who was
an Imami and maybe even Twelver, is al-Ya'qubi. Logically, we chose to rely
mainly on the major scholars of Hadith and historians then utilized what they
famously recorded and what became widespread among people. These major
books were relied upon by the top leaders of all sects and were approved by
nation as a whole. Quite a few early Shia historians were quoted but we do not
believe any of them to be Twelver due to the late development of what is
known today as “Twelver” Shia. Later Imami Shia included in their books stories



that are completely opposed to everything recorded by all Muslims historians
(including early Shia historians). The stories they brought are exclusively
narrated by extremist Shia and are unheard of by the top historians at the time
or the scholars of Muslim sects. Therefore, all of these oddities are rejected as
biased sectarian fabrications.

What story can we find written in the Imami Shia books?

In order to show the vast difference in narrative between the Imami Twelver
Shia sect and what the rest of the nation recorded, we briefly quote a summary
of their version of events as written in their preferred book “Kitab Sulaym bin
Qays”:

Ibn “Abbas tells Sulaym that when the Prophet (saw) passed away, "Ali was busy
with burial processions and afterwards he began collecting the entire Qur’an as
per the will entrusted to him by the Prophet (saw) before death. "Ali decided to
completely ignore all the people since they all apostated, abandoned Islam and
betrayed the Prophet (saw). Those people were dazzled by Abu Bakr and "Umar
and united around them except “Ali, Banu Hashim, Migdad, Salman and a few
others. Abu Bakr sent ‘Umar’s cousin Qunfudh to bring "Ali who in turn refused
and claimed he was appointed directly by the Messenger (saw) and that he was
busy fulfilling the Prophet’s (saw) will (i.e collecting Qur’an). Qunfudh is sent
more than once yet "Ali does not obey. An angry "Umar leaves with Qunfudh
and Khalid; "Umar burns the door, hits Fatimah with the side of his sword
injuring her, so "Ali jumps on "Umar and wrestles him and calls him a son of a
prostitute. "Ammar, Buraydah, Salman and abu Dharr enter the house to aid "Ali
but he finally gets tied up and dragged to Aba Bakr who orders his release. "Ali
reminds Abu Bakr that he had already given him allegiance during the Prophet’s
(saw) life and thus he has no right to take people’s oaths. ‘Umar threatens to kill
“Ali, so they argue after Burayd reminds them of their previous pledge of
allegiance to "Ali during the Prophet’s (saw) life. Buraydah gets beaten and
kicked out of the mosque as a result. “Ali reminds his followers not to unsheath
their swords or cause bloodshed for the sake of honoring the will entrusted to
them by the Prophet (saw). ‘Umar again orders Abu Bakr to kill “Ali causing little
Hasan and Husayn to cry, so "Ali hugs them and comforts them. Umm Ayman
and Umm Salamah come and shout at Abu Bakr for his betrayal but “"Umar kicks
them out of the mosque. Khalid draws his sword but “Ali beats him up. ‘Umar
orders “Ali to offer allegiance, "Ali extends his hands without opening his palm



and Abu Bakr taps it, they consider this a legitimate pledge. Fatimah enters on
Abu Bakr requesting Fadak, Abu Bakr gives it to her but "Umar prevents him by
tearing the paper apart. This Imami book also contains two more accounts of
Sagifah that resemble this one, in one of them it is stated that the first person
who gave allegiance to Abu Bakr was literally Satan himself (disguised as a man).

Who is this book meant for?

This is a book for everybody who didn’t or couldn’t read the classical history
books recorded by our Muslims forefathers yet still wants to learn the full truth
of the story of Saqifah. It is for every Sunni and Shia who want to learn true
history as opposed to cherry-picking a sentence from this or that book without
academic integrity, sincerity or honesty just to back up his or her sectarian
position. | guarantee -If God permits- that every Muslim who is truly honest with
themselves will change his/her minds concerning their preconceived notions
and ideas, and will realize the flaws of what they grew up with after reading this
book. Muslims need to understand, that if we do not learn our history from the
books of our past historians then what other means do we have of knowing
what actually transpired other than our imaginations and delusions?



THE TRUE STORY OF SUCCESSION:

1- Thursday, the illness intensifies.

We start our story when the beloved Messenger of God peace and blessings be
upon him was in the house of our mother Zaynab bint Jahsh or our mother
Maymunah in a more popular report.
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The illness of the Messenger (saw) began when he was struck by a fever and
headache on Wednesday. When the morning of Thursday arrived, he personally
(saw) handed Usamah his flag, telling him: “Conquer in God’s name and in His
cause, fight those who disbelieve!” He (i.e Usamah) left with this banner raised,
passing it to Buraydah bin al-Hasib al-Aslami just before they camped at al-Juraf
(right outside Madinah). All major figures among the early Muhajirin and Ansar
were assigned to participate in that conquest.’

1 say: It appears that all the major figures were supposed to march with the army
of Usamah and while there may have been exceptions, the reports mention none.
The Prophet (saw) then requested to be moved to "A’ishah’s house and his wives
accepted.
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Ibn "Abbas was asked about Thursday, he said: Thursday, oh what a Thursday it
was! The Prophet’s (saw) pain intensified, he (saw) told them: “Bring me writing
materials so | may write for you that which will never cause you to stray.” But
they quarreled around his bed and it is improper to do so in the presence of a
prophet. "Umar said: “The Messenger (saw) is overcome by pain, God’s book is



sufficient for us.” The household split and differed among themselves. Some
people said: “Is he confused due to illness? Ask him what’s wrong?” He (saw)
told them: “Leave me be, for the state that | am in is better than what you wish
for me.” He (saw) then instructed them to do three: “Lead the polytheists
outside the Arabian Peninsula and gift the delegations as | used to do.” He (saw)
remained silent on the third.?

1 say: The people of the house were quarreling because one group wanted the
document written while others disliked that the Prophet (saw) would over exert
himself when he was overcome by pain. The Prophet’s (saw) words “The state |
am in is better than what you wish” are to inform those present that what God
has in store for him is better than spending more time in this worldly-life.
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That same Thursday, five days before his death, the Prophet (saw) went outside
with his head wrapped in bandages to deliver a sermon. As he climbed the
pulpit, the people observed with silence. He (saw) started his speech by saying:
“A slave of God was given the choice between this world and what God Has in
store in the afterlife, he accepted God’s offer.” Aba Sa’id al-Khudari said: Upon
hearing this, Abu Bakr wept and we did not comprehend, he then said: “May my
father and mother be your ransom, we would sacrifice our families, ourselves
and our wealth for you!” It turned out, the Prophet (saw) was that slave and
Abu Bakr guessed as he was the most knowledgeable among us regarding God’s
Messenger (saw). Jundub narrated to us that he heard the Messenger (saw)
saying this five days prior to his passing: “I had among you brothers and friends
but | am free from taking any person as a close and beloved one (Khalil) yet if |
were to have done so, it would be none other than Aba Bakr. However, my Lord
Has taken me as His close beloved friend (Khalil) just as He took lbrahim (as).”



He (saw) continued while Abu Bakr cried: “Calm down Abu Bakr! O people, look
at these doors leading into this mosque, close them all except that of Abi Bakr. |
do not know anyone among you who has been a better companion to me than
him.” He (saw) concluded by advising people to look-after the Ansar: “O
Muhajirin, you have increased while the Ansar dwindle. They were my elites,
they sheltered me, so honor the kind ones among them and forgive their
mistakes.”?
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Salim bin ‘Ubayd narrated: Once during his illness, the Prophet (saw) fainted
then re-awoke asking: “Has the time for prayer come?” His wives said: “Yes” He
(saw) told them: “Order Bilal to call for prayer and order Abu Bakr to lead the
people.” "A’ishah said: “My father is a sensitive man, if he stood in your spot the
people won’t hear a thing due to his crying; command ‘Umar to lead the prayer
instead.” The Prophet (saw) insisted: “Order Aba Bakr to lead them in prayer!”
A’ishah tried to persuade him by suggesting to Hafsah: “Request for "Umar to
lead instead of Aba Bakr because the people won’t hear anything due to his
crying.” However, the Prophet (saw) was not persuaded, he complained: “You
(women) are like the female companions of Yusuf (as), ask Abu Bakr to lead
them!” After hearing this, Hafsah told “A’ishah: “I always get into trouble
because of you.”*

1 say: The man who went to ask Abu Bakr to lead was "Abdullah ibn Zam ah bin
al-Aswad as we will see below.
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Ibn Zam'ah said: When the Messenger’s (saw) condition worsened, | was
present there with a group of Muslims. Bilal called him to prayer but the
Prophet (saw) commanded: “Order Abu Bakr to lead the prayer.” | left and
found "Umar among the people while Abu Bakr was absent. | said: “O "Umar,
stand and lead the prayer.” He stood to make Takbir but he had a strong voice
so the Messenger (saw) heard him and said: “Where is Abu Bakr!? God will not
accept this nor will the Muslims!” At this, we sent after him right after ‘Umar
finished praying then Abu Bakr began leading our prayers. "Umar told me: “Woe
to you, O ibn abi Zam'ah! What have you done!? | thought the Messenger (saw)
had ordered you to ask me to lead and if not | wouldn’t have led them.” | said:
“By Allah, he never ordered it, | couldn’t find Aba Bakr so | felt you were the
most worthy of leading those present.””

I say: At this point, assuming Abu Bakr was from those previously drafted to
head out with Usamah, it seems that upon falling ill and sensing death, the
Messenger (saw) had assigned him another role. Thus, Abu Bakr was officially
no longer part of Usamah’s expedition while other figures such as "Umar were
most likely still part of that army.
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‘A’ishah, who was suffering from a headache similar to her husband’s (saw)
narrated: The Prophet (saw) asked me to call on my father and brother so he
may write a document, he said: “I fear that someone may be desirous and claim
to be more worthy.” So he (saw) asked "Abdul-Rahman bin Abi Bakr: “Bring me a
tablet so that | may write for Abu Bakr a book that no one may dispute.” When
*Abdul-Rahman bin Abu Bakr got up to fetch the writing material, the Prophet
(saw) suddenly stopped him and said: “Allah and the believers will reject anyone
besides you O Aba Bakr.”®

Sl ) Gpman s alg adle B lea ) Jsmy 5o Al e s 0l Gsaladl) ela
Ll Uallad ¢ ) gara (il 5o ySiuma (e Al J08 4z 5 dane illy il a4 5 (S Lali Cajally



s o) se Al i ja JB Al e Lagmamy o slend) U agy @8y Jead calS5 Y il 5 aliid
o S ) Al

Later that day, the Muslim soldiers departing with Usamah had stopped by to
bid the Messenger (saw) farewell. When done, they marched towards their
camp in al-Juraf. As Sunday arrived, Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) pain intensified
so Usamah returned from his camp to find the Prophet (saw) overwhelmed by
the illness, he leaned down and kissed him but the Prophet (saw) remained
silent, he then began raising his arms towards the sky and placing them on
Usamah. Usamah remarked: “I realized that he was supplicating God for me.”
Usamah returned to camp afterwards.’
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Ibn "Abbas told "Abdullah ibn Ka'b: "Ali ibn abi Talib came out of the Prophet’s
(saw) house during his last iliness so the people gathered around him asking: “O
aba al-Hasan, how does the Messenger (saw) fair this morning?” “Ali replied:
“Thank God, he is better this morning.” Upon hearing this, al-'Abbas grabbed
“Ali by the hand and took him to the side: “By Allah, after three (days) you will
be a servant under someone’s cane. | know the faces of "Abdul-Muttalib’s
children when they near death, the Messenger (saw) will die from this illness.”
He continued: “Let us go to the Messenger (saw) and ask him who shall be in
charge of this affair (i.e leadership). If authority is ours then we will know and if
it isn’t then he will command them to take care of us.” "Ali replied: “By Allah, if
we were to ask him and he prevents us, the people would never give it to us
after him. By Allah, | will not ask the Messenger (saw) for it.”®



2- Monday & the death of our Prophet (saw).

“Give thanks for His Grace and come without fear ... What I am now, even so
shall you be.” (Al-Ghazzali)
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Anas narrated a story of how Aba Bakr was leading them during the sickness of
the Messenger (saw). He said: On Monday, as they stood in their rows ready for
prayer, the Messenger (saw) lowered the curtains of his room and looked at us,
his face was like a page of Qur’an as he smiled and laughed. We were surprised
during prayer and extremely happy when he came out. Abu Bakr moved back
and joined the row thinking that the Messenger (saw) was coming out to join us
but he (saw) signaled them to continue their prayer as they are, then went back
inside and closed the curtain. The people left after prayer thinking that the
Messenger (saw) was healed from his sickness. Abu Bakr entered on his
daughter “A’ishah and said: “This morning the Messenger (saw) seems much
better, | pray that God Has healed him.” Al-Siddiq returned to his house in
al-Sunuh (To his wife Habibah bint Kharijah).’
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On that same day, the Prophet (saw) was awake and fully conscious, he (saw)
told Usamah: “Go with Allah’s blessings.” He bid him farewell and ordered the
soldiers at the camp to begin their march. As Usamah was about to ride his
horse, his mother Umm Ayman sent her messenger with terrible news: “You
must return, the Messenger of God (saw) is dying.” "Umar and abu ‘Ubaydah

returned with him to check on the Prophet (saw).'
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The Messenger’s pain worsened to an extent that Fatimah sent after "Ali, Hafsah
sent after "Umar and each woman sent after her husband but they couldn’t
make it back in time. The Apostle of God may peace and blessings be upon him
had passed away while resting on "A’ishah’s chest. The tragedy struck on the
dusk of Monday while Abu Bakr al-Siddig was still in al-Sunuh (i.e al-"Aliyah).
‘Umar bin al-Khattab stood in a state of denial and said: “By Allah, the
Messenger of God (saw) did not die!” ‘Umar explained: “By Allah, at that time
this was what | thought. That God would then order him to cut the hands and
feet of certain men (i.e hypocrites).” When the news reached Abu Bakr he
hurriedly returned and came inside the house then directly unveiled the face of
the Messenger (saw) and kissed it, he said: “May my father and mother be
sacrificed for you, sweet in death as you have been in life. By He who holds my
soul in His hand, God shall not let you taste death twice!” He came out saying:
“O oath-taker! Don't be hasty.” ‘Umar sat as Abu Bakr spoke, he praised God
and exalted Him then said: “Whoever used to worship Muhammad (saw) then
Muhammad (saw) has died. And whoever worships Allah then know that God is
alive, undying.” He recited: {Indeed, you are to die, and indeed, they are to die}
And he recited: {Muhammad is naught but a Messenger; Messengers have
passed away before him. Why, if he should die or is slain, will you turn about on
your heels?} Those present wept profusely when they heard the recitation.™
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1 say: The people, still under the shock began asking Abu Bakr.



They said: “O Companion of Allah’s Messenger (saw), has the Messenger (saw)
died?” He (confidently) answered: “Yes.” They realized that it was as he said.
They asked: “O Companion of the Prophet (saw), do we pray on the Prophet
(saw)?” He said: “Yes.” They asked “How?” He said: “A group enters and

performs Takbir then they exit before others take their place.”*
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When the Messenger (saw) passed, al-'Abbas told "Ali bin abi Talib: “Extend
your hand that | may offer you allegiance. This way it will be said the uncle of
the Prophet (saw) pledged allegiance to the cousin of the Prophet (saw),
matters such as this one cannot be delayed.” "Ali told al-"Abbas: “And who else
seeks authority besides us?” ‘Abbas had previously met with Abu Bakr and
asked him: “Has the Messenger of Allah (saw) commanded you with anything?”
He said: “No, he has not.” and he asked ‘Umar the same. Al-'Abbas repeated:
“Come out in front of all people so | may offer you allegiance then no two
people will differ on you.” "Ali refused and said: “Would any of them deny us
our right without consulting us?” Al-"Abbas said: “You'll see, it shall surely come
to be.”®?

I say: The banu Hashim believed that leadership should have been handed to
them after the death of the Prophet (saw) and considered it their right to inherit
authority mainly due to their blood relation and nearness to the Prophet (saw).



3-Sa'd bin "Ubadah addresses the Ansar.

Meanwhile, the heads of the Ansar and their leaders felt they had a responsibility
to figure out matters of politics and successorship during these hard times.

Ldly i Cn day 3 gy Jaall) e Al e J S8 300l b A A jlall] Gl
il S 53 pagl) culS oS g e ) QS 8 jlatl) S g sl aledd Y oS | lal) yiae
bt cla B et aieliy (i 8 ale day e oS el | gmeals Al g alug ade A

Balie (g 2 Laliay Uina ) 28 585 La (el J ) 0 a3 1 Caa

On that day, the Ansar gathered at Sagifat Banu Sa‘idah with the first of their
speakers being Khuzaymah bin Thabit: “O fellow Ansar! You have come today
and you are labeled as ‘Supporters’ in God’s Book. You were the destination of
emmigration and amongst you is the grave of the Prophet (saw). Unite your
word on a man respected by Quraysh, a man towards which the Ansar feel safe
and secure.”

The Ansar agreed: “You speak truth O Khuzaymah! It is as you say and we are

pleased with our companion Sa'd bin ‘Ubadah.”**
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Sa'd bin “Ubadah told his son Qays: “l cannot speak loudly enough for people to
hear due to my illness. Transmit what | say so they may all hear.” Thus, Sa'd
spoke and his son would repeat for people to hear.”®
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After praising God and exalting him, Sa'd spoke: “O fellow Ansar, you have



acquired much goodness in early Islam and many virtues in religion that no
other Arab tribe possesses. Muhammad (saw) remained ten years between his
people, calling them to disown statues and idols but none believed in him
except few. The believers were unable to defend the divine message or raise it
to a state of glory, they couldn’t even repel harm away from themselves. Then
God wished to honor you (i.e Ansar) and grant you virtue, He blessed you with
believing in Him, believing in His Messenger (saw) and with defending his
Companions. You remained the toughest against God’s enemies, even if they
were from your own people, until the Arabs adhered to His command either
voluntarily or forcefully. The distant enemies were disgraced and defeated, and
the land of the Arabs was vanquished through your swords. As God took his soul
(saw), know that he (i.e Muhammad) was pleased with you and proud of you, so
consider this matter (i.e leadership) as your own for it does not belong to any
other people.”

They all agreed with Sa'd’s opinion and said: “We will not exceed what you told
us and we shall place you in charge of this, we find you to be convincing for us

and surely pleasing for the rest of the believers.”*®
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Discussions went back and forth until someone said: “What if the Muhajirun of
Quraysh refuse us? What if they argue: ‘We are the emigrants, the early
Companions of the Messenger (saw), his kinsmen and friends. On what basis do
you dispute with us?"”

A group of Ansar answered: “In this case we tell them: From us a chief and from
you a chief, we shall not accept anything less!” Upon hearing this, Sa'd bin
‘Ubadah commented: “This is the beginning of our weakness.”*’

I say: The Ansar believed that leadership is their right after the death of the
Prophet (saw) and that no one may deny them authority mainly due to their
strength, their numbers and because Islam was only victorious through them.



4- News of the Ansar gathering & the decision to meet them.

I say: The Prophet (saw) was being prepared by his family members and
servants, "Ali, "Abbas, Qutham, Usamah and a few others were in charge of this.
In Arabian and Islamic customs and habits, a man’s own family is in charge of

burial preparations.
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The Muhajirun were in the Prophet’s (saw) room, meanwhile “Ali and al-"Abbas
were preoccupied with preparations. ‘Umar narrated: As we were in the
Prophet’s (saw) house, a man called from behind the wall: “Come out O lbn
al-Khattab!” | said: “I'm too busy to deal with you.” He shouted again: “You
must come out!” So | came out to meet him.™®
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The Ansari man said: This group of Ansar had gathered in the Saqgifah of banu
Sa‘idah along with Sa'd bin “Ubadah. They circumambulate around him saying:
“You are the leader we hoped for.” Among them are men of high status and |
fear this may lead to unrest, so look into this O "Umar and mention it to your
Mubhajirin brethren and choose for yourselves. | am looking at an open door of
ordeals that none can shut except Allah!”"Umar was shaken when he heard the
news."

1 say: It is recorded the man was al-Mughirah bin Shu bah.*
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“Umar rushed to Aba Bakr, pulling him by the arm and saying: “Get up.” Abu
Bakr told him: “I'm preoccupied, we mustn't leave before burying the



Messenger (saw)” ‘Umar said: “This is necessary and we shall return
God-willing.”

Abu Bakr went out to hear what the Ansari had to say: “They have gathered so
make haste before they do something that causes war between us!”*
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| (‘Umar) said to Abi Bakr: “O Aba Bakr, let us head out to meet our Ansari
brothers.” So |, Abu Bakr and aba "Ubaydah bin al-Jarrah all headed towards
them, fearing that they may cause a rift in Islam. When we approached the
Sagifah of banu Sa’idah, we met two righteous men from the Ansar, "Uwaym bin
Sa‘idah and Ma'n bin “Adi, they both said: “Where are you heading?” We said:
“To meet your people, we heard what they did.” They said: “Go back, you will
not be opposed nor will this lead to a thing you dislike.” However, we insisted
on going and we continued on our way while | prepared a few words to address
them.

When we finally reached the folks, they sat surrounding a man covered with
sheets. | (‘Umar) asked: “Who is this?” They answered: “Sa’d bin "Ubadah, he’s
very sick.” And Sa'd was laying on his bed.?

1 say: Some people ask why didn’t Abu Bakr inform the Prophet’s (saw) family so
they may attend Sagqifah? It was a quick decision but it is also very inconsiderate
and rude to bother the grieving family of a deceased with worldly matters and
politics while they are burdened with funeral preparations. They thought they
could resolve the situation before it escalates but things were not so simple.



5- Abu Bakr addresses the Ansar.
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As the Ansar were discussing matters, Abu Bakr, ‘Umar and aba "Ubaydah were
the first who arrived and were later followed by other Muhajirin. "Umar
attempted to speak, he tells us: “By God, it was only that | had prepared some
words, fearing that Abu Bakr may overlook something.” At that instant, Abu
Bakr spoke most eloquently: “Listen O "Umar.” He turned towards the Ansar,
praised God then said: “Allah exalted be His mention sent Muhammad peace be
upon him with guidance and a truthful religion. He (saw) called us to Islam and
Allah pulled our hearts nearer to His message and so we, the Muhajirin, were
the first to embrace Islam whereas everyone else trailed behind. We were the
Messenger’s (saw) close community and we are of a central lineage among
Arabs, there exists no Arabian tribe without ties of kinship to Quraysh.”

He continued: “O Ansar, you are also those who sheltered and aided, you are
our supporters in faith, our brothers in God’s Book and our partners in religion.
Together we faced times of ease and hardship. By Allah, you shared in every
goodness that has befallen us; you became the most beloved of people to us



and the most honored in our eyes. Considering this, | see you as most worthy of
accepting God’s decree and submitting to His order regarding what He has
bestowed upon your brothers from the Muhajirun.”

He continued: “By Allah, we do not deny your virtues and merits. We
acknowledge your right upon us but you must understand that these men of
Quraysh hold a status among Arabs unrivaled by any others. You also know that
the Arabs will not gather united behind anybody except those that possess the
most eloquent of tongues, the kindest of faces, the best homeland, the purest
origin and the strongest moral character among Arabs, so we are the chiefs and
you are our supporters.”

He concluded: “We will not decide on a matter without consulting you so fear
Allah and do not create a rift in Islam.”

‘Umar said: Abu Bakr left no praise the Prophet (saw) made for the Ansar unless
he repeated it, he told them: “We know that the Messenger (saw) said: ‘If the
Ansar cross a valley and the rest of the people cross another, | would travel
through the valley of the Ansar.” But you also know O Sa'd that the Prophet
(saw) said while you were seated: ‘Quraysh are in authority over this matter, the
best of people shall follow the best of them and the worst of people shall follow
the worst of them.””?

I say: The experienced Abu Bakr comforted the Ansar in an intelligent and
diplomatic manner then paved the way for negotiations by acknowledging their
merits. He informed them of the prophetic instructions all the while explaining to
them the rationale and wisdom behind such judgement.

The Muhajirun of Quraysh believed that they were entitled to leadership after the
death of the Prophet (saw) and considered it their right to acquire authority
mainly due to the prophetic traditions pertaining to Quraysh’s authority, their
closeness to the Prophet (saw), popular virtues, early Islam and their
emmigration.



6-Negotiations in the Sagifah of banu Sa‘idah.

The report of al-Farug ‘Umar bin al-Khattab is from the most detailed and
popular eye witness accounts of what took place inside Saqifah. "Umar has
publicly narrated this story during his reign as Caliph and so we begin with an
introduction as to how that came to be.
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Ibn “Abbas narrated: | was reciting Qur'an to some men of the Muhajirin, among
them was “Abdul-Rahman bin "Awf and we were in his house at Mina around
the time “Umar concluded his last pilgrimage. ‘Abdul-Rahman came to me
saying: If only you had seen that man who came to Amir-ul-Mu’minin (i.e
commander of faithful) today and said: “O commander of faithful, will you see
what al-Zubayr is saying? He says: If "Umar dies then we’ll offer "Ali allegiance
because Abu Bakr’s allegiance was sudden and unplanned.”

I say: In another historical account it stated "Ammar bin Yasir instead of
al-Zubayr bin al-"’Awwam. The word “Faltah” means a matter that happens all
of a sudden without any planning.

‘Umar got angry and responded: “God-willing, | shall address people tonight and
warn them of those who wish to usurp their rights.” "Abdul-Rahman said: | told
‘Umar: “O commander of faithful, don’t do it. The pilgrimage unites all sorts of
laypeople and troublemakers and they will be sitting nearest to you when you
deliver your sermon. | fear that you will say something and they will
misunderstand it and incorrectly transmit it. Wait until you reach al-Madinah for
it is a bastion of Sunnah and the place of Hijrah. There, you will be surrounded
by people of knowledge and honor, then you can openly say what you desire so



they may understand it in its rightful context.” “"Umar said: “God-willing, | will do
h ”24

so, the first chance | get in Madinah.
I say: Truly, "Abdul-Rahman’s advice was sound, as the matter of leadership did
not concern the people of the distant lands nor the thugs who may cause trouble
or even harm "Ali due to a misunderstanding.

Ok Db LD iy jee il 3B o1l 5 Jsiy aSie QB il 4 5 0O00 Anad) Jal jee alaa
Aaldl 38 (b i 85 ) S0 g el cilS 08 L) o VT s Ailh S ol Ay cilS Ll J iy o 5l
hiyju)&}d\jaﬁ\@bd&jwﬁ&uﬂﬂ\ Juﬂc)ui\jsu&eluj@sa‘méma‘m d}u)

S Jie ) Le ) adal (g oS 5 S

Upon the return to Madinah, ‘Umar addressed the people: It has reached me
that a certain person among you said: “If ‘Umar died | would pledge allegiance
to so and so.” Don’t be deceived by the fact that Abu Bakr’s pledge succeeded
even though it was quick and without planning, for truly it was so but God
protected us from harm. It was the Prophet (saw) who placed him (i.e Abu Bakr)
in his position and preferred him over others to support the pillar of faith. It was
he (saw) who said: “Allah and the believers will refuse anyone except Abu Bakr.”
None among you were as admired and respected as Abi Bakr.”

I say: "Umar was wise not to publicly mention the name of the person who
wished to pledge allegiance to avoid getting them into harm’s way. He will also
give a warning as we shall soon see. Additionally, his words regarding the pillar
of the religion are in reference to leading the prayers as the Imam.

‘Umar tells the people the story of Saqifah and below is some of what he said
mixed with the stories of other Companions, Followers and historians.
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The speaker of the Ansar Thabit bin Qays bin Shammas responds to the
Muhajirun, after bearing witness that there is no God except Allah and praising



Him in a way that befits His majesty: “To proceed, we the Ansar are the
battalions of Islam while you O Muhajirun are only a few in number, yet a party
among you came all the way here to uproot us from the seat of power and
prevent us from claiming reigns of authority. We are those concerning whom
God revealed: {Those who entered the city and the faith before them love those
who flee unto them for refuge, and find in their breasts no need for that which
hath been given them, but prefer (the fugitives) above themselves though
poverty become their lot. And whoso is saved from his own avarice - such are
they who are successful} As well as other verses that no denier can deny.
Secondly, you recognize the virtue and honor awarded to us by the Messenger
(saw) who left this world without having appointed a specific individual as
successor, yet we know God will never unite this nation upon falsehood. Based
on this, we say the leadership is ours. Now, let us hear what you came to say O

Muhajirun and may peace be upon you.”*®
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The Muhajirun looked at one another after Thabit bin Qays finished. While Abu
Bakr stepped towards him and spoke: “O Thabit, | swear that it is as you
described and none will deny but remember what God also revealed concerning
us: {For the poor emigrants who were expelled from their homes and their



properties, seeking bounty from Allah and [His] approval and supporting Allah
and His Messenger. Those are the truthful.} So God Has indeed honored you
through us by making you with the truthful ones: {O you who have believed,
fear Allah and be with those who are truthful.}” Usayd bin Hudayr al-Awsi
suddenly stepped forward -A man whose opinion was revered by the Ansar and
their masters- He said: “O fellow Ansar! God’s blessings upon you have truly
been bountiful, He has called you The Supporters! He made you the destination
of emmigration and the Messenger (saw) departed this world while being in
your midst. All of this should be a reason for us to be thankful even though
leadership belongs only to Quraysh. We approve of whoever they approve and
we refuse whoever they refuse.” However, a group of Ansar jumped at the man
and silenced him in a harsh manner. Bashir bin Sa'd al-Ansari known as al-A’war
stood up -He was a virtuous man from the Ansar- saying: “O fellow Ansar! You
are strong with Quraysh and Quraysh is strong with you. If what you demand is
true, then you’d have faced no opposition. If you are to say: ‘We sheltered and
supported’ then God Has still favored them over you, do not be like those who
exchanged the favor of Allah for disbelief and led their people down to the
Abode of Loss.” "Uaym bin Sa‘idah al-Ansari also stood -he was from those in
Masjid Qiba’ who were described as {Wherein are men who love to purify
themselves. Allah loveth the purifiers}- he said: “O Ansar! You were the first to
fight for this religion, do not be the first to fight its people for it! Succession and
leadership must remain with the people of prophet-hood (i.e his tribe), so leave
it where Allah left it as per the supplication of lbrahim (as).” Ma'n bin "Adi
al-Ansari then stood and said: “O Ansar! If this matter was yours to claim, then
let them (i.e Muhajirun) know so they may pledge their allegiance but if it was
theirs then hand it over to them! By Allah, the Messenger (saw) never passed
until Abu Bakr led us in prayer may Allah be pleased with him and we knew that
prayer was the pillar of religion.”?’

I say: It is clear the Ansar were not united and some of their major figures knew
that Quraysh had more of a right to it. As for the section on the supplication of
Ibrahim (as), it is referring to the Qur’anic verse where Ibrahim (as) asks his
Lord {He said, 'Behold, I make you a leader for the people.’ Said he, 'And of my
seed?' He said 'My covenant shall not reach the evildoers.'! Quraysh are
descendants of Ibrahim (as) and they are the people of the Prophet (saw).
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Al-Hubab bin al-Mundhir al-Khazraji al-Sulami said: “O fellow Ansar! Take charge
of your own affairs. Are the people not shaded by your (vast) shadow? No one
will dare to oppose you nor will they go against your opinion. You are the
people of glory and wealth, you are the possessors of numbers and courage
thus people look up to you. Do not differ among yourselves and ruin a matter

that is going well for you.”*
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“Umar rebutted: “Sa’d is not fit for it.” Thabit replied: “Sa’d is more fit than any
other O "Umar and he has the greatest claim to it since this land is his land and
you are here only as his guests (i.e in Madinah).”

Hassan bin Thabit recited long poetry at this point, where he addressed the
Muhajirin saying: “If you (i.e Muhajirun) have a command from the Messenger
(saw) concerning this (i.e identity of successor) then we shan’t speak corrupt
words. However, if you have no such command then the worthiest are the
people of Badr and Uhud (i.e Ansar).”

Abu ‘Ubaydah bin al-Jarrah spoke back: “O fellow Ansar, you were the first to
shelter and support so don’t be the first to change and alter (religious
tradition).”*
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‘Umar bin al-Khattab said: “O fellow Ansar, do you not know that the Messenger
(saw) ordered Aba Bakr to lead the people (in prayer)? If so, who among you



finds it pleasing to place themselves in front of him?” The Ansar replied: “We
seek refuge in God that we’d ever precede him.”*
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Al-Hubab bin al-Mundhir said: “We are that trunk at which it is eased and we
are its magnificent branch! From us a chief and from you a chief!”

I say: Al-Hubab used an Arabic expression which means: “I am recognized for
my sound views and respected among my people.”

“Umar replied: “Preposterous! Two swords cannot be accommodated into one
sheath! By Allah, Arabs will not submit themselves except to the Prophet’s (saw)
own tribe, they mustn’t select other than the people of prophet-hood and
leadership. We have a clear rebuttal and an evident proof over all other Arabs
who argue or wish to compete for Muhammad’s (saw) authority and
inheritance. Truly, we are his kinfolks and close associates, none shall reject us
unless they’re corrupt, falsely guided or those destined to perish.”>!

I say: Anas has explained that “From us a chief and from you a chief” does not
mean both men rule at once, rather it alternates between a Qurashi and an
Ansari back and forth as recorded by Ibn Zinjawayh. In this fashion, each man
picks up from where the last left-off then corrects his predecessor’s mistakes.

|52 Ajlaal 5 138 Al | gmans ¥ Jlall) jlee L J aie Al oy i) G el Gl
S )5 ld agide a1 138 ) g5 aSOL (e an slals il Lo aSile 1ol 8 Y1 138 (e sSunay
Y Al e da Ll b o) g Ll Ll Al aay (00 o e a1 13g] ()2 48 agia e 13gs
&Sl G e s liad) OIS Ll Uadll (G jee JB Capdly 4df Caalaa V) J 8 L sl e
Yoo cilad aie e alu g agle &) lia Al s Bl (8 de Sl A s i OIS 4 QOIS 4xs

P PWER AP

Al-Hubab answered back: “O Ansar! Do not listen to him or his companions lest
they should usurp your share. If they refuse our demand, then expel them from
your land and take charge of their affairs. By God, you have a greater claim to
this than they do for no one would have embraced this matter if it weren’t for
our swords. If you so dearly wish, we’d be more than ready to return it (i.e



Islam) to its previous state! | swear to God if someone contested what I'm
saying I'll smash his nose with my sword.” “Umar said: “Since al-Hubab was the
one talking back to me, | couldn’t continue due to previous conflict between us
during the life of the Prophet (saw) and he prohibited me from dealing with him
so | had sworn not to utter a word he dislikes.”*

I say: We notice here that arguments got very heated at certain points and that
tribalism was a prevalent factor during negotiations, such was the nature of
Arabia at the time. It was by the grace of God that the voices of wisdom were
present to resolve this critical situation.
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Abu Bakr spoke: “We (i.e Muhajirun) are the first to embrace Islam and the best
in lineage and homeland. We are also the closest in relation to the Messenger
(saw) but you O Ansar are our brothers in Islam and partners in faith. You have
granted us victory, you have sheltered us and endured hardship so may God
reward you the best reward. However, we are the chiefs and you are the
supporters because the Arabs will not bow in obedience except to this clan of
Quraysh. A few of you know that the Messenger (saw) said: “The leaders are
from Quraysh.” They are truly most deserving, so do not bear jealousy towards
them when you had previously favored them over yourselves even though you
were in a state of privation. You are the last people who would cause a fight for
a matter such as this one and the last people to have jealousy towards your
brethren because of the goodness God bestowed upon them.” When al-Hubab
heard this, he said: “By Allah, we do not bear you any jealousy but we fear the
rise of certain people to authority after we had killed their fathers and

brothers.”*?
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The Ansar agreed, they said: “By Allah, we are not jealous of a good thing given
to you by God. We are as you described O Aba Bakr, thank God. None of God’s
creations are more beloved or pleasing to us than you (i.e Muhajirun). However,
we feel fearful for ourselves from the morrow, we need to be cautious that this
matter doesn’t fall into the hands of those who are neither from us nor you. If
you would allow it, on this day a man from us and another from you shall be
chosen, then when each dies we replace him with another in a similar fashion as
long as this nation lasts. With this condition we will pledge and accept. After all,
this is the most adequate way for the nation of Muhammad (saw) to settle their
affair; when the Qurashi strays the Ansari corrects him and similarly when the
Ansari strays the Qurashi will correct.”**
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Bashir bin Sa'd said to the Muhajirun: “As you heard, the matter will be split
between us like a seed.” | ("Umar) said: “You too O A'war!? | ask you by Allah,
have you not heard the Messenger (saw) say: ‘The leaders are from Quraysh?’”
Bashir said: “By God yes, it shall be so in spite of my nose.” | said: “Then why are
we even disputing!?”*

I say: The Ansar did not believe they were opposing the prophetic-narration by
saying that both tribes can rule in that order. The Arabic expression “in spite of
my nose’ is used to show that the Prophet’s (saw) orders overrule all other
opinions.
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Some of them began saying: “O fellow Muhajirin, when the Messenger (saw)
used to appoint a man from among you he’d pair him with one of us. This is why
we see that two men should be in charge of this affair, one from us and another
from you.” Zayd bin Thabit al-Ansari stood and said: “The Messenger (saw) was
from the Muhajirin, thus the leader is from the Muhajirin and he will surely have
our support as the Prophet (saw) once did.” Abu Bakr stood and said: “May God
reward you with goodness, a blessed group you are O Ansar and may He make
your speaker steadfast. By God, if you had done anything else we would not
take it.” Abu Bakr then addressed the Ansar: “Allah has sent Muhammad (saw)
as messenger to His creation and witness over His nation so that they may
worship God alone at a time when they believed in various gods, claiming these
gods were intercessors on their behalf and that they could offer beneficence
and aid. They were nothing more than sculpted rocks and carved wood, read if
you wish His words {Surely you, and that you were serving apart from God, are
fuel for hell} and {They serve, apart from God, what hurts them not neither
profits them, and they say, 'These are our intercessors with God.'} and {And
those who choose protecting friends beside Him (say): We worship them only
that they may bring us near unto Allah.} It was certainly a great thing for Arabs
to abandon their fathers’ faith yet God has given this special honor to the early
Mubhajirin. The honor of believing in this Prophet (saw) while they tolerated and
suffered alongside him through adversities and injuries inflicted upon them by
their own folk who disbelieved them. All people opposed them and alienated
them yet they never felt estranged due to their small number, they are the first
to worship God on earth, the first to believe in God most-high and his Prophet
(saw), they were his kinsmen, near friends and the worthiest of receiving
authority after him. No one disputes it with them except a wrongdoer. As for
you O Ansar, your virtues and merits are undeniable in Islam, God was pleased
with you as supporters of His religion and made you a destination for those
emmigrating in His cause. In our eyes, no one after the early Muhajirun is of

your (high) station so we are the chiefs and you are the supporters.”®
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“Umar, still telling the story of Sagifah on the pulpit says the following: “By Allah,
apart from the great tragedy that had befallen us (i.e. the death of the Prophet),
there was nothing harder than the pledge to Abu Bakr because we were afraid
that if we left those people without selecting a leader, they might give a pledge
behind our backs to one of their own, in which case we would have given them
our consent for something against our real wish, or would have opposed them
and caused great trouble. Whoever among you pledges allegiance to anyone
without having consulted the Muslims, then neither he nor the one agreeing
with him should be followed as they risk being killed because of it.”*’

1 say: While it did seem the Muhajirun succeeded in convincing the Ansar of the
legitimacy of their claim to authority, yet it was risky to leave the Ansar without
having chosen any of the Muhajirun present at the spot. It was very possible that
certain individuals among the Ansar would reverse the decision in the absence of
the Muhajirin and convince the rest of their comrades to select an Ansari.



7-The conclusion of Sagifah & the agreement on Abu Bakr.
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When Bashir bin Sa’d saw that the Ansar were pushing for Sa'd bin "Ubadah, -He
had some jealousy towards him as they were both masters from al-Khazraj- He
got up and said: “O Ansar, even though we had great deeds in the early days yet
we did not seek by our struggle and submission except the pleasure of our Lord
and obedience to our Prophet (saw). We mustn't keep bringing this up for long
nor should we ask for worldly rewards in exchange; Muhammad (saw) was a
man from Quraysh, his own people have every right to be his heirs. By God |
swear, | shall not be disputing with them over this matter, so be wary of God
and do not oppose them.”*®
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At this moment, Abu Bakr stood up and said: “I have accepted for you one of
these two men, so pledge to whomever you wish.” “Umar said: “He grabbed
both our hands as he sat between us. | was happy with everything he had said
up until that point except this, for | would rather have my head chopped-off,
should it not count as a sin, than to lead a people with Abu Bakr in their midst!”
Aba “Ubaydah rejected and so did ‘Umar. Ibn al-Khattab said: “We would rather
pledge our allegiance to you. You are our master, the best of us and the most
beloved to the Messenger (saw) out of us all.” Both companions said: “Extend
your hand so we may offer our pledge.” However, Bashir bin Sa'd al-Ansari beat
them to it and tapped Abu Bakr’s hand which caused al-Hubab to yell: “O Bashir

bin Sa‘'d, may your own son be ungrateful to you! Why did you have to do this!?



Is it out of jealousy for your cousin!?” Bashir replied: “No, by God | detest to
dispute with those people over a right given to them by Allah.”*
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When al-Aws (tribe) saw what Ibn Sa'd did, what Quraysh called to and what
al-Khazraj demanded concerning Sa'd bin ‘Ubadah, they said to each other
-among them was Usayd bin Hudayr an Awsi chieftain- they said: “By God, if the
Khazraj were to rule over you even once then they shall always exceed you in
virtue, they would never share it with you so rise and pledge to Aba Bakr.”*°
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Al-Hubab angrily reached to his sword and grabbed it but they stopped him and
stripped him of his weapon. He began hitting their faces with his clothes until
they all finished giving allegiance. Al-Hubab said: “Now you’ve done it O Ansar!
It is as if | see your children waiting outside the doors of their children begging

1”7

them for water without being given a drop!” Abu Bakr turned towards him and
said: “Are you really afraid we’d do this O Hubab?” Hubab answered: “My fear is
not of you doing such a thing but | fear those who will later succeed you!” Abu
Bakr said: “If this ever happens then you take charge of your own affairs and do
not obey a word we say.” Hubab replied: “Ha! O Aba Bakr, when we both pass

away, leaders will emerge afterwards that will make us taste bitter torment.”**

1 say: Al-Hubab, looking out for his own people and tribesmen, anticipated that
when that pious generation of Muhajirun dies, they shall be succeeded by
impious rulers who will show mercy to no one.
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People started stepping over Sa'd’s bed as they crowded around Abu Bakr until
it was said: “You killed Sa'd!” They had almost stepped all over him so "Umar



said: “Kill him, he’s a troublemaker!” The people gave Abu Bakr allegiance and it
was then that al-'Abbas told ‘Ali: “Did | not tell you O “Ali?” lbn abi Layla
reported that he later heard "Ali say: “I wish | had obeyed "Abbas, | wish | had
obeyed ‘Abbas.”*



8-Sa’d’s decision & death.
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All those present gave him (i.e Abu Bakr) allegiance and they almost trampled
Sa'd. He yelled: “You killed me!” | (‘Umar) said angrily: “May God kill Sa'd, he is
a bringer of trouble and evil.” Sa'd said: “Carry me out of this place!” They
carried him back home and he was left for days before Abu Bakr called on him:
“Come to us and offer your allegiance. The people have all pledged and so did
your tribe.” Sa'd said: “Not until | throw at you every arrow in my quiver and
strike you with my spear and sword for as long as | can stand. | shall fight you
alongside my family and tribesmen and by God if both humanity and Jinn
gathered behind you | shall not offer my pledge until | meet my Lord and learn

my punishment.”*
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When Sa'd’s response reached Abu Bakr, ‘Umar said: “Don’t leave him until he
gives the pledge.” But Bashir bin Sa'd advised the opposite: “He is refusing
stubbornly, he shall not offer it until he’s killed and he won’t be killed until his
children, household and a bunch of his kinsmen are killed alongside him. This
matter has now been settled so don’t ruin it for yourselves. Leave him, it won’t
harm you as he is only one man.” On this, they left him be and accepted Bashir’s
advice on the issue. Sa'd bin "Ubadah used to never pray in congregation with
them, nor did he join in their Fridays or pilgrimage rituals. If Sa’d had found
supporters he would have risen against them and if anyone were to pledge
allegiance to him in order to fight he would have fought and so he remained as
such until Abu Bakr passed away may God have mercy on him. When "Umar bin



al-Khattab ascended to authority, Sa'd left to Syria and died there without
having given anybody his allegiance may God rest his soul.**

I say: This was the conclusion of the matter of Saqifah and the events of Monday
night. On the next day the people will head towards the mosque to give an official
oath in public.



9-Tuesday, Abu Bakr’s public pledge of allegiance.
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On the next day, after Abu Bakr received the people’s allegiance inside Sagifah.
Banu Hashim united behind ‘Ali bin abi Talib and so did al-Zubayr bin
al-"Awwam. Zubayr's mother was Safiyyah bint ‘Abdul-Muttalib and he
considered himself a part of Banu Hashim, even “Ali used to say: “Zubayr had
always been one of us until his children grew up and turned him away.”

I say: This is because Zubayr was son of Safiyyah but he later married Abu
Bakr’s daughter Asma’ and she gave birth to children who obviously leaned
more towards their grandfather Abu Bakr than "Ali. In some reports Talhah’s
name is mentioned alongside Zubayr.

Banu Umayyah similarly gathered around ‘Uthman bin “Affan, while Banu
Zuhrah gathered around Sa'd and "Abdul-Rahman bin "Awf. As everyone sat
inside the blessed mosque, Abu Bakr and abu ‘Ubaydah showed up. ‘Umar
spoke first and said to the people: “Yesterday, | had told you something that
was nothing more than an opinion. It was not a thing | found in God’s Book nor a
command | was given by His Messenger (saw) but | simply thought that he will
oversee our affairs and remain until he’s our last.” He continued: “God left you
the Prophet’s (saw) Book of guidance, if you hold onto it then God will guide you
to what He Has guided His Prophet (saw). Verily, God united you around the
best man among you; why do | see you scattered in circles? Stand and offer Aba
Bakr your pledge just as | and the Ansar have done.” On this, Banu Zuhrah and
Banu Umayyah all stood up to offer an oath of fidelity.*
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Abu Bakr sat at the pulpit while "Umar praised God and exalted Him in a manner
befitting His majesty, he told them: “The Companion of the Messenger of God
and Second of the two when they were in the Cave; Get up and pledge!” He said
to the people while referring to Abu Bakr.*®

Ul oo sl J ccamall 0 dymas G5 psall IS 8 Cpaalisall alana xS A e il S
Jalela 5 Lad angld dasd) an ) o ¢ pamadl U o550 (B JlaiV) A elall U s aleall S
g Gl s Lgieleny caldl ol o) i el 38D S gl JB Zlaall U elld e Gaal

il s bl a5 V) 58 Ler s ¢ e S0 S Ul el ¢ S

Again people crowded around Abi Bakr and most Muslims offered their pledge
on that same day. Sa‘id bin Musayyib says: The first who pledged their
allegiance were the Muhajirun in the morning, followed by the Ansar from noon
until late after-noon, they did so from within their houses. After returning to the
mosque, he received it from the others as well as the people of al-Juraf until
morning. The tribe of Aslam came in its entirety to the extent that roads were
overflowing with them so they pledged to Aba Bakr, ‘Umar says: “It’s not until |

saw Aslam that | was certain of success.”*’
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When people united upon Abi Bakr, abu Sufiyan had just returned (from Najran
because he was its governor in the time of prophethood), he began saying: “I
see a billow of smoke that can only be put out by blood. O Children of
‘Abd-Manaf, why’s Abu Bakr handling your affairs? Where are the two
weaklings? Where are the two humiliated ones, "Ali and "Abbas?” Aba Sufiyan
then told "Ali: “O aba al-Hasan, extend your hand that | may pledge allegiance.”
But "Ali refused his offer so abu Sufiyan recited poetry depicting the pitiful
situation of the two men which led "Ali to rebuke him: “By Allah you only seek to
cause trouble and you’ve always wished harm would befall Islam. Leave us, we

are not in need of your advice.”*®
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Meanwhile, Khalid bin Sa’id bin al-'As arrived from Yemen and proceeded to
directly meet with "Ali and “Uthman: “O Children of "Abd-Manaf, do you accept
to be ruled by others?” "Ali responded: “Do you think of it as dominance? It’s
God'’s affair, He places it with whomever He wishes.” Khalid bin Sa'id did not
offer Abi Bakr his allegiance for days even when all the rest did.*
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When Abu Bakr received public allegiance, Salman al-Farisi said to the people:
“You've chosen a man of experience and wisdom but you missed your mark
concerning our Prophet’s (saw) household. If you had awarded it to them then
no two would have disputed over it and you’d have prospered.”*°

Many years later, a Follower in Kufah called Talhah bin Musarrif asked another
senior Follower al-Hudhayl bin Shurahbil: “Some people are claiming the
Prophet (saw) designated "Ali in his will (as leader)?” Hudhayl replied: “Abu Bakr
would never accept to lead a man who was promised such a thing by the
Messenger (saw). Abu Bakr often wished he could find a command from the
Messenger (saw) (concerning the identity of the successor) so that he may
follow and obey like a camel.””!

I say: There appeared rumours and exaggerations concerning "Ali bin abi
Talib’s status and knowledge during his reign as Caliph. Early Companions who
died in the time of the Prophet (saw) as well as those who died in the time of the
first three successors had no knowledge of such tales. A lot of the foreign beliefs
coming from the distant lands have crept into the minds of "Ali’s staunchest early
supporters (a.k.a Shi'at-"Ali) and morphed their beliefs little by little until it
produced the various religious Shia sects.



10-Banu Hashim & offering allegiance to a new leader.
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‘Abbas and "Ali heard the loud Takbir coming from the direction of the mosque
before they had finished the Prophet’s (saw) washing rituals. “Ali asked: “What’s
this?” “Abbas said: “It's what | told you would happen and this kind of thing can
never be reversed.””’

1 say: It is narrated that Al-Bara’ bin "Azib then came knocking on the door of
Banu Hashim to confirm the news.”
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A Hashemite suggested to “Ali: “Tell the people that the Prophet (saw) ordered
it to be an exclusive right for Banu Hashim.” “Ali replied: “If | was the first to
believe in him | won’t be the first to attribute lies to him.”>*
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When the homage went to Abu Bakr, a group including al-Zubayr and al-Migdad
sought after "Ali while the latter was in Fatimah’s house to consult among
themselves and reflect on their issue. Meanwhile, Abu Bakr had climbed the
pulpit and started looking at the people's faces when he noticed al-Zubayr was
not among those present. Al-Zubayr had drawn his sword, he began saying: "It
shall not be sheathed until "Ali is given allegiance!" When the news reached Aba
Bakr and ‘Umar, he told him to call on al-Zubayr. ‘Umar got up and went to
Fatimah’s house where he spoke to the Messenger’s (saw) daughter and told

her: “O daughter of Allah's Messenger, nobody is dearer to us than your father



(saw) and no one is dearest to us after him than you. Yet | swear by Allah, if
these people gathered in your house then nothing will prevent me from burning
the house on top of them.” “Umar took leave before "Ali and Zubayr returned.
When they came back, Fatimah stopped them saying: “Do you know that "Umar
came and swore by God to burn the house if you gathered here? | too swear,
that he (‘Umar) will execute his oath, so please leave wisely and make a
decision.” Al-Zubayr came to the mosque and was met by "Umar who ordered
some men: “Take al-Zubayr's sword and strike it against the wall (to break it).”
Abu Bakr then addressed him: “You say ‘I'm the son of the Prophet's (saw) aunt
and his disciple’ Do you wish to split the body of the Muslims?” Zubayr replied:
“No reproach O successor of Allah's Messenger.” Zubayr then offered his
allegiance.”
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Ibrahim bin “Abdul-Rahman bin "Awf narrated that his father "Abdul-Rahman
was in the company of "Umar on that day and it was Muhammad bin Maslamah
who broke Zubayr’s sword.*®

1 say: In order for al-Zubayr to not break his promise (of sheathing his sword),
‘Umar ordered that the sword itself be broken instead.
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Abu Bakr looked at the people again but never saw “Ali, he called on him so
‘Umar went to their house yet again. Upon his arrival, "Umar directly asked:
“Are you avoiding Abi Bakr’s allegiance?” “Ali responded: “I swore when the
Prophet (saw) passed away, | would not get dressed or leave my house except
to perform the prescribed prayers until | gather (or memorize) the Qur’an. |
feared God’s Book may be lost.”*’

I say: Although it seems "Ali bin abi Talib did intend to collect the Qur’an, yet
that was not the real reason he avoided the matter as will be clear below. It
appears that "Ali wished to avoid “Umar’s harshness, so he said what he said to
avoid upsetting him. When "Ali reaches the mosque afterwards, he will openly
announce his excuse to Abu Bakr who is more understanding. Concerning the



collection of the Qur’an, Abu Bakr would later give an official order to gather
the divine texts which is a move that was surely approved and supported by "Ali.

Note: The text does not state that it was the Prophet (saw) who tasked him with
this nor does it state that "Ali managed to gather the Qur’an rather he only had
the intention. Additionally, the wording of the narration can be easily understood
as “until I memorize the Qur’'an”.
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When “Ali came to the mosque, Abu Bakr said to him: “If you do not wish to
declare allegiance then I shall not force you.” At this, abu "Ubaydah bin al-Jarrah
advised “Ali: “O cousin, you are still young whereas they are the elders of your
kinsfolk, you do not possess their experience and knowledge of matters. | see
Abu Bakr as being stronger in running our affairs, he’s more resilient and
well-prepared to undertake these responsibilities. Submit to him, you will surely
live to a point when you’re more than worthy of being in this position due to
your virtue, faith, knowledge, understanding, early deeds and blood relation.”
“Ali responded: “O aba ‘Ubaydah, you are the trustee of this nation so be wary
of God. O fellow Muhajirin, do not remove Muhammad’s (saw) rule over the
Arabs from the center of his house then place it in the center of your houses, do
not push his family away from his right and the station he held over the people.
O fellow Muhajirin, we have the greatest claim to him (saw) because we are his
household and thus we have more right to it than you as long as we have in our
midst a reciter of God’s Book, one who is well-learned about God’s religion and
the traditions of the Messenger (saw), caring towards the subjects, defending
them from evil and dividing between them in equity. By Allah, among us is such
a person so do not follow desires and become misguided then stray further



from the path of truth.” Bashir bin Sa'd al-Ansari told “Ali: “O "Ali, If the Ansar

had heard this from you beforehand then no two would have differed on you.”®
I say: Notice dear reader that "Ali’s argument revolves around his right due to
virtue and closeness to the Messenger (saw) without mentioning any previous
appointment as some misguided sects claim in our days.
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When Abu Bakr heard this, he responded to “Ali: “You say ‘I'm the Prophet’s
(saw) cousin and husband to his daughter.” Do you wish to split the body of
Muslims?” “Ali said: “No reproach O successor of Allah’s Messenger (saw).
However, did you not see that we had a right to this matter?” Abu Bakr replied:
“Certainly, but | feared that chaos may ensue and I've certainly been burdened
with a great task. By God, the only reason we went forth and finalized it in your
absence is out of fear (of chaos) and if it hadn’t been for that, | would have
loved for nothing more than the presence of a person of your high status.” Abu
Bakr then looked at the people and repeated: “O people, this is "Ali bin abi Talib
and he is free to give his allegiance or withhold it and so are all of you. If you
find one who is more suited, then | shall relinquish and be the first to pay my
allegiance to them.” Upon hearing this, "Ali said: “We see no one other than
you. | know that the Messenger (saw) ordered you to lead the prayers and that
you are the second of the two in the cave. Still, we had a right and you did not
consult, may God forgive you.” “Ali then offered his allegiance.*

I say: "Ali’s oath of fidelity came very late and most people had left the mosque
thinking "Ali boycotted. "Ali would later be preoccupied with the final burial
preparations of the Messenger (saw), followed by the problems of
prophetic-inheritance that increased tensions between the Caliph and banu
Hashim and finally the sickness of Fatimah peace be upon her. All of this caused
some people to assume that "Ali did not pledge allegiance or that he disapproves
of Abu Bakr’s leadership. However, ‘Ali’s early pledge of allegiance is



authentically reported and widely transmitted in popular history books therefore
it cannot be denied.
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Ibn “Abbas used to say: “*Ali thought he would not be opposed and that nothing
was beyond his reach due to his early Islam and family ties. However, things
were not as he imagined.”®
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When Aba Sufiyan heard of this, he came to ‘Ali saying: “You offered your
allegiance to the weakest clan of Quraysh? By Allah, if you wish I'll fill it with
soldiers and riders!” "Ali said: “I do not wish for this. Woe to you O Aba Sufiyan,
Muslims are supporters of one another even if they were from distant lands and
lineage. As for the hypocrites, they always cheat one another even if they're
close neighbors and relatives. You’ve always cheated Islam and its people yet it
hasn’t harmed them one bit, we need not your soldiers and riders. If we hadn’t
seen Aba Bakr as worthy we wouldn’t have left him.”®*

I say: "Ali made it clear in some historical accounts that if he did not find Abu
Bakr to be fitting for position of leadership he would not have allowed him to
reach authority. We also notice the careful manner in which "Ali dealt with the
situation by not rallying the tribes for a rebellion against Abu Bakr’s much
weaker clan nor did he accept offers of allegiance. This is because for "Ali, the
well-being of the religion and Muslims is more important than the seat of power.
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Sa'id bin al-Musayyib narrated: When the Messenger (saw) passed away
Makkah was shaken. Abu Quhafah asked: “What is this?” They said: “The
Messenger (saw) died.” He asked: “Who took charge of people’s affairs?” "Abd
Rabbih bin Qays al-Makhzumi responded to him: “Your son.” Aba Quhafah
asked: “Did Banu Hashim, Banu ‘Abd-Shams and Banu Mughirah approve?”



They said: “Yes.” Abu Quhafah finally said: “Verily, no one can prevent what God

chooses to bestow and no one can bestow what God chooses to prevent.”®
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After heads cooled down, “Ali and al-Zubayr were questioned by people about
their actions, they said: “We were only angry for being cast aside during the
consultation. Out of all those remaining after the Messenger (saw), we see Aba
Bakr as most deserving to attain it. He is the Companion in the cave, we know of
his good character, honor and the fact that our Prophet (saw) appointed him to
lead prayers during his life.”

1 say: Even though "Ali and Zubayr viewed Abu Bakr as most deserving of such a
position out of all people yet they still thought they had more of a right to it than
him. Therefore, if they as Hashemites were not able to hold the reigns of
authority at least the man they viewed as most deserving out of all other people
could hold them. "Ali also admitted to Abu Bakr’s superiority more than once, so
even if "Ali believed he was more entiteled he didn’t believe he was superior.
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‘Abdullah bin Mu‘awiyah bin “Abdullah bin Ja*far al-Tayyar said: lyas was a
friend of mine and we both entered on ‘Abdul-Rahman bin al-Qasim bin
Muhammad bin Abi Bakr al-Siddig while a group of Quraysh were seated. They
mentioned the predecessors so some people favored Aba Bakr, some favored
‘Umar and others favored "Ali. lyas said: “*Ali used to see that he had the most
right out of all people to succeed authority. However, when people pledged
allegiance to Aba Bakr and he saw them unite behind the man, he disregarded
the interest of his close ones (i.e Banu Hashim) for the benefit of the general
public. Then “Umar received authority so he did the same but when “Uthman
got killed and people differed, the conditions of the people as well as his close
ones deteriorated. "Ali found supporters so he stood up and called for the
truth.”®*
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"Abdul-Rahman bin abi Bakrah al-Thaqafi narrated: "Ali returned to us and said:
“Nobody from this nation had to deal with what | dealt with, the Messenger
(saw) died and | had the most right to this matter out of all people. However,
people declared allegiance to Aba Bakr who in turn appointed ‘Umar, so | also
pledged, accepted and submitted. Then people gave a pledge to ‘Uthman and |
too pledged, accepted and submitted. But today they’re undecided between me
and Mu’awiyah?”®
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Yahya bin ‘Urwah bin al-Zubayr bin al-"’Awwam said: | heard "Ali say: The
Messenger (saw) passed away and the Muslims united around Abi Bakr, so |
listened and | obeyed. Then when Abu Bakr was dying, | thought to myself: “I
don’t think he’ll choose anyone over me.” Nevertheless, he chose "Umar so |
listened and | obeyed. When ‘Umar was injured | thought he wouldn’t choose
anyone over me yet he nominated six including myself and they chose "Uthman
so | listened and | obeyed. When ‘Uthman was killed, they came to me
voluntarily offering their pledge without compulsion but they broke their oaths
so by God | found only two options: The sword or disbelief in what God revealed
to Muhammad (saw).%®

1 say: In the time of "Ali the people were different groups: Those who viewed "Ali
as most deserving and best for this religion so they offered him allegiance such
as Ammar bin Yasir. Those who participated in assassinating "Uthman then
joined "Ali’s army for protection and because they assumed "Ali owed them for
granting him authority such as Hurqus bin Zuhayr. Those who were forced to
offer a pledge to “Ali and were harassed by his Shia such as Talhah bin
‘Ubaydullah. Those who recognized the danger of the great Fitnah so they
remained on the sidelines until the ordeal was over such as "Abdullah bin “Umar.
Those who accused "Ali of assassinating ‘Uthman or at least harboring his
assassins such as Mu awiyah bin abi Sufiyan. Those who were staunch



supporters of "Ali in his wars yet turned on him and accused him of disbelief after
negotiating with his opponents such as "Abdul-Rahman bin Muljam.

Just like "Umar, "Ali is a man who is well known for being strict in applying
God’s laws and he would never fear anyone’s reproach when fulfilling God'’s
command. When he became the Caliph he quickly moved to discipline those who
separated from the majority of Muslims and sought to return them to the fort of
Islam under his leadership and guidance.



11-Abu Bakr’s first official public speech.
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Abu Bakr’s first sermon to the Muslims was as follows: “O people, I've been put
in charge of your affairs though | am not the best of you and | was assigned a
task although | detest it. By God, | wished some of you would take my place for |
was never a seeker of authority by day or by night, nor did | desire it or ask God
for it publicly or secretly. | feared turbulence would engulf us yet | still do not
feel comfort in being chief. O people, | am only a man like you and | am unsure
whether you expect me to fulfill what only the Messenger (saw) could
accomplish. God has sent Muhammad (saw) to the worlds and protected him
from defects, while | am burdened with a great task | cannot bear except with
God’s help. Verily, Qur'an was revealed, traditions were set and we learned that
the cleverest of things is being wary of God whereas the most idiotic of things is
lewdness. Surely, there is a devil about me who troubles me; you must keep



away from me if | am angry to avoid harm. Take heed O slaves of God and think
about those who preceded you, where were they yesterday and where are they
today? Where are the tyrants? Where are the famous warriors and conquerors?
The times passed and decomposed them to nothing more than rumours. Where
are the kings who ravaged the lands, constructed fortified cities and built
marvelous monuments? They’ve left it all to those behind them, observe their
deserted houses as they dwell in the darkness of the graves unable to make a
sign or produce a sound. They’re long gone, forgotten as if they were nothing.
God will hold them to account by consequence of their actions and prevent
them from fulfilling further desires. They left the realm of the living, carrying
their deeds while leaving their world behind for others. Where are the
handsome youth who were proud of their beauty? They've become sand,
regretful of what they overlooked. Where are your children and brethren? Their
lives expired and soon they will rise to meet their judgement whether a joyful or
wretched after-life. If we are to benefit from their example, we shall be saved
but if we’re arrogant then our fate will not be any different from theirs. Truly,
God has no partner so there isn’t a way for you to acquire His reward or avoid
His wrath except by obeying His command and know that what He Has in store
for you can only be attained through adhering to His orders. | swear that there is
no goodness in anything good if it leads to fire nor is there an evil that leads to
paradise. Truthfulness is synonymous with fulfilling the trust, and lying is
equivalent to treachery, thus the weak among you is deemed strong by me,
until | return to them that which is rightfully theirs. And the strong among you is
deemed weak by me, until | take from them the rights of others. O people, | am
only a follower not an innovator so if | do well, then help me; and if | act
wrongly, then correct me. No group of people abandons struggle in the path of
God, except that He makes them suffer humiliation. And mischief does not
become widespread among a people, except that God inflicts them with
widespread calamity. Obey me so long as | obey God and His Messenger (saw).
And if | disobey God and His Messenger (saw), then | have no right to your

obedience. Stand up now to pray, may God have mercy on you.”®’



12-The evening of Wednesday & the burial of the Prophet peace be upon him.

An important question needs to be clarified before we move on to the burial: Did
Abu Bakr and "Umar miss the funeral? The answer is No, both men were present
in our mother "A’ishah’s house along with the family and close friends of the
Prophet (saw) before "Umar was alerted about Saqifah. They did not attend the
washing as it is done only by the relatives of the Prophet (saw) according to
Islamic customs. They also attended the funeral prayer and Abu Bakr was the
one who gave special instructions on how the prayer is performed. It is said that
both men missed the burial due to being preoccupied with the affairs of the
Ansar.

As for why the burial was delayed for our Prophet (saw)? That is because they
wanted to give all people the chance to visit him and pray for him before his
departure. His family went first and they were followed by the Muhajirin, the rest
of the Ansar and finally the women and children got a chance.
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Musa bin Muhammad bin lbrahim al-Taymi said: | found written in my father’s
book with his handwriting: When the Messenger (saw) was shrouded and
placed on his bed, Abu Bakr and "Umar entered the house and said: “Peace and
mercy be upon you O Prophet.” Along with them came a group of Muhajirin and
Ansar as much as the (small) house can accommodate. They sent their
salutations just as Abu Bakr and "Umar did then stood in rows without being led
by anyone.®®
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‘Abdullah bin "Abbas said: When they wished to bury the Messenger (saw) there
were two people, aba ‘Ubaydah bin al-Jarrah who dug flat graves after the
pattern of the people of Makkah and abu Talhah Zayd bin Sahl who used to dig
vaulted graves for the people of Madinah. Al-'Abbas bin *Abdul-Muttalib sent
after two men and tasked one to call abu "Ubaydah and the other to call abu
Talhah, then he supplicated: “O God, select whatever is best for Your
Messenger.” They stumbled upon aba Talhah al-Ansari first so he dug for the
Prophet (saw) and when the preparations were finished on Tuesday, he (saw)
was placed on his bed in the house (so people may pray for him). However, the
Muslims had differed on where to bury him, a man said: “Let’s bury him in his
mosque.” Another said: “Nay, he shall be buried with his Companions (in
Bagi’).” Abu Bakr interrupted: “I heard the Messenger (saw) say: A prophet is
always buried where he dies.”®
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They began asking Abu Bakr: “O Companion of the Prophet, can we bury the
Prophet (saw)?” He said: “Yes.” They said: “Where do we bury him?” He
answered: “In the location where God took his soul, He surely took it in a sacred
spot.” They knew at that point that it is as he said.”
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The Messenger’s (saw) bed was lifted so a hole can be made under it. The
people prayed in small groups, women entered when men finished and finally
the children and servants. Nobody led that funeral prayer and so the Prophet
(saw) was buried at midnight on Wednesday.”*

L’A‘)Ju‘gj.ﬁuﬂéﬂ‘)b.ady‘

Hisham bin ‘Urwah narrated from his father that Aba Bakr and ‘Umar did not

witness the burial of the Prophet (saw): “They were preoccupied with the Ansar

and he was buried before their return.””?



13-The expedition of Usamah.
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After Abu Bakr united the Ansar, he said: “Let us dispatch Usamah’s expedition.”
However, the Arabs had apostated and some tribes abandoned the matter
partially while others abandoned it altogether. Hypocrisy spread, the Jews and
Christians grew powerful while the Muslims were like sheep on a rainy night
after losing their Prophet (saw) and having their numbers reduced in
comparison to their enemies. The people told Abu Bakr: “They (i.e Usamah’s
army) are the majority of Muslims and the Arabs have revolted around us as you
see. You musn’t scatter the bulk of Muslims from around you.” Abu Bakr
responded: “By He who holds my soul in His Hand, were the city swarming
round with packs of ravenous wolves, and | was left solitarily all alone, | still
would dispatch this expedition exactly as the Messenger (saw) instructed.”



Abu Bakr ordered a man on the next day to begin calling: “Let those who were
assigned to Usamah’s unit head to their camp in al-Juraf, none of you can
remain in Madinah!” Abu Bakr then went to prepare them and meet them at
their camp. He walked while Usamah was riding and “Abdul-Rahman held the
reigns of Abu Bakr’s steed so Usamah said: “O successor of Allah’s Messenger
(saw), by God either you ride or I'll dismount!” Abu Bakr said: “Why wouldn’t |
soil my feet in Allah’s cause for a while? Truly, every step trodden in the way of
God is equal to the merit of manifold good works, and wipes out a large number
of sins.”

Abu Bakr had resolved to confront the renegades but ‘Ali took hold of his
horse’s reigns and said: “l say to you what the Messenger (saw) said to you
during Uhud: ‘Put down your sword, turn back and let us enjoy your company
(while we live).” Dispatch the army then head back to Madinah.”

When they finally reached the point of departure, Abu Bakr asked Usamah: “If
you find it acceptable to leave "Umar behind so he may aid me then | am
grateful.” On this, Usamah excused ‘Umar and permitted him to remain in
Madinah.

Abu Bakr wished to advise the army, he said: “Halt O people that | may advise
you about ten things to memorize: You shall not engage in treachery; you shall
not act unfaithfully with regards to spoils; you shall not back-stab; you shall not
indulge in mutilation; you shall kill neither a child, an elder nor a woman; you
shall not fell palm trees or burn them, you shall not cut down any fruit-bearing
tree; you shall not slaughter a sheep or a cow or a camel save for needful
sustenance. You will pass people who occupy themselves in monks' cells; leave
them alone, and ignore what they busy themselves with. You will come to a
people who will bring you vessels in which are varieties of food; if you eat
anything from those dishes, mention the name of God over them. You will meet
a people who have shaved the middle of their head and have left around it a
ring of hair like turbans; tap them lightly with the sword. Go ahead, in God's
name; may God make you perish through wounds and plague!””



14-Banu Hashim & their demand for prophetic properties.
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‘A’ishah narrated an event that took place a few days after Abu Bakr was
appointed as Caliph, she said: Fatimah and "Abbas came to Abu Bakr seeking the
inheritance of the Messenger (saw). At that time, they both asked for the land
of Fadak and his share from Khaybar so Abu Bakr responded: “I heard the
Messenger (saw) saying: ‘We’re not to be inherited, what we leave behind is
charity.” Muhammad’s (saw) family may only eat from this property. And by
God, | will not leave a thing | saw the Prophet (saw) do while managing these
properties unless | do it as well.” She said: Fatimah left him and never talked to
him about it until she died. "Ali then buried her at night-time and Abu Bakr did
not lead her funeral prayer.
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"Amr bin al-Harith narrated from his sister, our mother Juwayriah bint al-Harith:
“By Allah, the Messenger of Allah (saw) when he died left neither Dinar nor
Dirham, not a slave man or woman, except his (white) mule, a weapon, and a
land he left as charity.””

I say: This incident not only raised tensions between Banu Hashim and Caliph
Abu Bakr but it was also utilized by opponents of religion to cast doubt on the
righteousness of the Prophet’s (saw) Companions and later caused a divide

among the gullible naive Muslim masses.



15-A brief period of tension between Quraysh and the Ansar.

While Abu Bakr was preoccupied by Usamah’s army and preparing for an evil
that bared its fangs posing a serious threat to the Islamic community as a whole,
some individuals in Makkah and Madinah were preoccupied with rants and
criticizing each-other’s political decisions.

We report this entire chapter as found in the book of al-Zubayr bin Bakkar
al-Qurashi.
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When Bashir bin Sa'd pledged, a crowd encircled Aba Bakr. Abu Sufiyan bin Harb
went to "Ali bin abi Talib’s house and recited poetry.
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In his poetry he advised Hashimites to not let the clans of Taym bin Murrah and
Adi be greedy and take their shares. He said: “This matter is only for you and to
you O Hashimis. Only aba al-Hasan is capable of running it.” He then advised "Ali
to be decisive.””
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“Ali told abi Sufiyan: “We do not desire what you desire. The Prophet (saw) had
given a command and | shall abide by it.”

1 say: What is meant here is that the Prophet (saw) must have offered advice,
most likely to Banu Hashim as a whole or to "Ali especially and he decided to



follow it. Also it’s possible it was a general command to all Muslims not to fight
among each other.

Abu Sufiyan abandoned °Ali and went to al-'Abbas’s house saying: “O aba
al-Fadl, you’ve more right to your brothers’ heritage (i.e authority), give me your
hand that | may offer the oath then none can dispute with you afterwards.”
Al-"Abbas laughed and said: “O aba Sufiyan, "Ali pushes it away and you expect
al-"Abbas to demand it?” Abu Sufiyan finally returned in disappointment.
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After things settled, a group of Ansar and Muhajirin gathered and reproached
one another. "Abdul-Rahman bin 'Awf said: “O fellow Ansar, even though you
acquired the virtue and honor of supporting (religion) but you do not have
amongst you the likes of Abu Bakr, "Umar, "Ali or abi "Ubaydah.” Zayd bin Argam
responded: “We do not deny the virtue of those whom you mentioned O
"Abdul-Rahman, although we have on our side the master of the Ansar Sa'd bin
‘Ubadah. We have the man that God ordered our Prophet (saw) to greet and
ordered that Qur’an be taken from him, he is Ubay bin Ka'b. We also have the
leader of all scholars on the day of judgement, he is Mu'adh bin Jabal. And a
man whom the Prophet (saw) counted his testimony as that of two, Khuzaymah
bin Thabit. As for those you named from Quraysh, we know a man among them
that no one would dispute with if he were to ask for it, “Ali bin abi Talib.””®
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Ibn abi "Azzah al-Qurashi recited the following poetry in response, he praised
Abu Bakr greatly and described how the Ansar’s efforts to push for Sa'd failed.
He then recited: “We (i.e Quraysh) used to say: "Ali is suitable for it, "Umar also
is pleasing to us (as leader) but the worthiest of them is “Atiq (a.k.a Abu Bakr).”
He ended his poetry with this verse: “Successorship is only for Quraysh. By
Muhammad’s Lord you (i.e Ansar) have not even the slightest share in it.”

1 say: We can see clearly that both Quraysh and the Ansar were boasting about
how great their candidates were. The Qurashi poet, was praising Abu Bakr,
‘Umar and "Ali and announcing to the Ansar that they had no share in authority
as per prophetic traditions.
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Generally, the Muhajirun and most Ansar had no doubt that ‘Ali would be
awarded authority after the Messenger (saw). However, when Aba Bakr
received it al-Fadl bin al-"'Abbas said: “O people of Quraysh and especially you O
bani Taym, you had received Caliphate because of prophethood. However, we
are its (i.e prophethood’s) possessors not you and if we were to ask for this (i.e
leadership) then the people would dislike us more so than others, due to
jealousy and grudges. We know well that our companion received a command

and he shall see the end of it.””’

I say: Al-Fadl is the son of al-'Abbas and the cousin of "Ali. He told Quraysh and
Banu Taym (Abu Bakr’s clan) that the only reason they received authority was
due to being from the Prophet’s (saw) tribe, yet Banu Hashim are the Prophet’s
(saw) family so they are even nearer and thus are the rightful successors
according to al-Fadl. He says that if Banu Hashim were to ask for leadership the
people would detest them more due to jealousy since they’ll possess both
Prophethood and political leadership. Finally, he mentions that "Ali received
some instructions in this regard which he will stick to. It is unclear what those



instructions were but they seem to pertain to how Banu Hashim should react
after the Prophet’s (saw) passing.

The report hints that people predicted leadership would most likely go to "Ali,
obviously due to him being a husband to Fatimah and a close blood relative of
God’s Apostle (saw). Yet, people still viewed Abu Bakr, "Umar and “Uthman as
ideal for such a position. Recall the narration which states that "Ali was given the
utmost respect during Fatimah’s life but after her passing he was viewed as a
man of the Muslims and they reproached him for delaying his allegiance. In
several historical reports, "Ali is confronted with this and he states that he was
busy memorizing the Qur’an for the sake of preserving it.
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Salim reported from lbn ‘Umar that he said: “You know that we (i.e
Companions) used to say during the time of the Prophet (saw) that it was Abu
Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman who were the best candidates for succeeding
authority.”
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Similarly, Ibn abi Mulaykah heard "A’ishah answer when she was asked by the
people: “If the Messenger (saw) were to appoint a successor, who would it be?”

She said: “Abu Bakr.” They asked: “Then who?” She said: “*"Umar.” They asked
again and she answered aba ‘Ubaydah and stopped at that.

As for those who twist texts and spread rumors that "Ali was appointed whether
publicly or secretly, they were refuted by "Ali himself in many reports. Let us not
get distracted by this however and return to our story.
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“Utbah bin abi Lahab bin "Abdul-Muttalib bin Hashim recited poetry: “I did not
think that this matter (i.e leadership) would be given to other than the tribe of
Hashim and especially abi al-Hasan.” He continued: “Was he not the first to pray
to your Qiblah, the most knowledgeable in Qur’an and traditions?” It continues:
“The last to be in the presence of the Prophet while Jibril aided (him) in washing
and shrouding?”

“Ali heard the poetry so he requested him to refrain from saying such things, he
said: “The safety of this religion is more beloved to us than anything.””®

I say: The son of abu Lahab was wrong, the last man in the presence of the
Prophet (saw) according to "Ali bin abi Talib was Qutham bin al-"Abbas.
Khadijah seems to be the first to pray towards the Qiblah from this nation. We
also notice "Ali prohibiting some angry Hashemites from saying anything that
can cause trouble or division in the nation.
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Khalid bin al-Walid was from Abu Bakr’s supporters and he wasn’t in favor of
“Ali. He stood and delivered a speech praising Quraysh: “O people, in the
beginning we found this matter (i.e Islam) very heavy to carry and the path too
difficult to ascend. Then with time, its weight lightened and the matter eased to
the extent that we began to marvel at those who doubted it (i.e Islam) just as
we had previously marveled from those who believed in it. Soon we were
ordered to practice what we used to prohibit and to prohibit what we used to
practice. By Allah, we did not adopt this matter due to our superior intellect but
because of the success granted by God. Truly, revelation did not stop until the



religion was perfected and we did not require a prophet after the passing of our
Prophet (saw) nor did we need a revelation to replace his revelation. Today, we
are more numerous than yesterday however we were better yesterday than
what we are today. Whoever enters this religion shall be rewarded as per their
actions and we shall strive to bring back whoever abandons it. By Allah, the one
in charge of this affair (i.e Abu Bakr) is not of questionable background nor is he
a controversial figure.” The people were astonished by his honesty and
eloquence.

I say: Khalid was from those who did not get along with "Ali as we recall from
the narration of Buraydah about the events of Yemen. Both men were strong
warriors who met as opponents on battlefields then turned into competitors on
the same side.
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Khalid was praised by Hazn bin abi Wahb al-Makhzumi, a man who was
renamed by the Messenger (saw) to “Sahl”. He was the grandfather of the jurist
Sa’id bin Musayyib, he recited: “Many men from Quraysh stood (to speak), none

|”

of them were even close to being like Khalid!
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It's not until matters settled down for Abu Bakr that many of the Ansar
regretted giving him the oath and reproached each-other; they mentioned “Ali
bin abi Talib then chanted his name near his house but he never came out to
them. The Muhajirun became fearful of this and there was much talk but the
harshest people on the Ansar from Quraysh were: Suhayl bin "Amr from Bani
‘Amir bin Lu’ayy, then al-Harith bin Hisham and “lkrimah bin abi Jahl both of
whom are Makhzumi. These men were masters of Quraysh who fought the
Prophet (saw) before accepting Islam, they all shared a grudge against the
Ansar.
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As for Suhayl bin "Amr, he was imprisoned by Malik bin al-Dakhsham on Badr; As
for al-Harith he was wounded by ‘Urwah bin "Amr in Badr while he escaped and
as for “lkrimah bin abi Jahl, his father was killed by the two sons of "Afra’, his
armor was also looted by Ziyad bin Lubayd in Badr. They still held on to their
grudges.
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The three gathered in a meeting, Suhayl began by saying: “O fellow Quraysh,
those men (i.e Ansar) were named by God ‘The Supporters’, He praised them in
the Qur’an and so they’'ve scored a mighty fortune and a grand status. They
called the people towards themselves and now they’re calling towards “Ali bin
abi Talib; As for “Ali, he is in his house doing nothing to stop them. Let’s call
them again towards renewing their pledge of allegiance to our leader (i.e Abu
Bakr) and if they refuse then we fight them; | am hoping Allah will support us
against them just as He Had supported us with them.”
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Al-Harith bin Hisham said: “The Ansar settled in the city and adopted the faith
before us, they transported the Messenger (saw) from our houses to theirs then
sheltered him, all the while sharing with us their wealth and strength. Today,
they took a troublesome path and if they insist then no reproach is left between
us except the sword! If they turn back from this path however then they’ve
done what is expected of them and we think nothing less of them.”
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‘Ikrimah bin abi Jahl said: “By God, if the Messenger (saw) hadn’t said: ‘The
leaders are from Quraysh.” we wouldn’t have denied the leadership of the Ansar
and they would’ve been more than worthy of it; There is no doubt about my
words. The Ansar hastened towards this matter (i.e leadership) without
including us although we never kept them away from things nor did we exclude
them from consultation. They’re behaving irresponsibly and following their
devils so present your view to the folks and if they refuse then we fight. By
Allah, if a single man from Quraysh remained alive, God will bestow upon him
this station.”
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Abu Sufiyan bin Harb attended this, he said: “O Quraysh, the Ansar have no right
to speak of their superiority over people until they submit to our superiority
over them. | swear by God, if they persist in arrogance and ungratefulness then
we will strike them in the name of Islam like they struck others in its name. As
for “Ali bin abi Talib, By God he is worthy of ruling Quraysh and of acquiring the
Ansar’s obedience.”
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The news reached the ears of the Ansar so their speaker Thabit bin Qays bin
Shammas said: “O fellow Ansar, do not make a big deal out of this as it was not
said by pious folks from Quraysh rather by vindictive people. The opinion is only
that of the Muhajirin so when they begin speaking in the same manner then
stand and say what you wish, otherwise exercise restraint.”
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When most people united behind Abu Bakr, Quraysh honored Ma'n bin "Adi and
‘Uwaym bin Sa‘idah who were men of virtue and merits in early Islam.
Afterwards, the Ansar gathered for the two and invited them. The meeting was
arranged solely to criticize them for alerting the Muhajirin and blow it out of
proportion.
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Ma’'n spoke: “O fellow Ansar, Allah desires for you better than what you desired
for yourselves. What you did was catastrophic and it leads to nothing but
misfortune. If you had a right upon Quraysh similar to their right upon you, then
you demanded from them what they had demanded from you, | wouldn’t feel
safe for them from you as | feel safe for you from them. Recognize your error so
you may avoid it otherwise you’re stuck with it.”

Muﬁqjxua)ggmu?s&_meuwu\ Syl SdRa 08 daell G s (JSJ(:J
u);\,‘esmad,\@upa}‘e&;mumsu%}mw\ d,ﬂa,;u umgwm \,mu
u.wuL;Sa‘ua.q)A‘zI\ 134 eS.d\ ).\..A‘m\ o t_mij& ce’_\l\ \th\j s;...al\j ‘@w\ e Sl Lg_m;)s
‘Uwaym then spoke: “O fellow Ansar, it is from God’s blessings upon you that
He prevented you from fulfilling what you planned. Praise God for your sound
decision, wellbeing and for pushing away this catastrophe from you. I've
observed this tribulation you caused since the beginning and thought about its
outcome and saw that it only came as result of jealousy and desires. | too
wished that Allah Had made this matter rightfully yours so that we can enjoy
life, but alas...”
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The Ansar jumped on them and addressed them harshly. Farwah bin "Amr took
it upon himself to respond: “Did you forget your words to Quraysh: ‘We’ve left
behind us folks who permitted the spilling of their own blood by causing
civil-strife.” By God, this will not be forgiven nor forgotten. You acted like a
snake with its face turned but its fangs contained poison!”
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This Farwah was from those who avoided Abi Bakr’s allegiance, he had fought
alongside the Messenger (saw) and rode two horses in God’s cause; He spent a
thousand portions yearly from his date trees in charity; He was also a master in
society and a companion of “Ali who witnessed Jamal. Farwah reproached Ma'n
and "Uwaym for their words.
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He finally recited poetry blaming the two men for speaking words that called for
the spilling of their blood, concluding with the verse “A terrible upbringing your
mothers gave.”
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Later, peace was made with the two men and a reconciliation between them
and their companions. After the Ansar were persuaded to drop their opinion
and things calmed down, Quraysh held a meeting of their own. It was attended
by a mixture of Muhajirin and Ansar. The meeting coincided with the return of
"Amr bin al-'As from his travels so there were lengthy talks about Saqgifah and
Sa'd’s claim to authority. "Amr bin al-"As said: “God has repelled a disaster away
from us and He repelled what is even greater away from the Ansar. By God, they
almost untied the knot of Islam and abandoned the faith as swiftly as they had
previously joined it. By God, if they had heard the Prophet’s (saw) words: ‘The



leaders are from Quraysh’ then still claimed it, they would have perished and
caused us all to perish. By God, if they never heard it then they cannot compare
themselves to the Muhajirin, Sa'd is not like Abu Bakr nor is Madinah like
Makkah. They fought us yesterday and beat us in the beginning but if we fight
them today we will beat them in the end.”
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No one was able to respond to "Amr and he returned home victorious while
reciting poetry: “Tell al-Aws when you meet them and tell al-Khazraj as well, you
hoped for a kingdom in Yathrib but what you’ve cooked in your pot has not yet
simmered.”
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When his poetry reached al-Ansar, they selected their poet al-Nu'man bin
al-"Ajlan to respond. Al-Nu'man was a short white man, not much to look at yet
he was one of their fancy masters. He came to "Amr while the latter was with a
group of Qurashies, he told him: “By God O "Amr, you hated your war with us as
we hated our war with you. God will not lead you out of Islam by the hands of
those who brought you into it. Even if the Prophet (saw) said: ‘The leaders are
from Quraysh.” know that he also said: ‘If the people took a route and the Ansar
took another, I'd follow the path of the Ansar.’ By Allah, we did not exclude you
when we said: ‘From us a chief and from you a chief.” As for what you
mentioned, then surely Abu Bakr is better than Sa'd bin "Ubadah however Sa'd
commands more obedience from the Ansar than Abu Bakr does from Quraysh.
As for the Muhajirun and Ansar, there’s no difference between them, but you O
Ibn al-"As have caused pain for Bani "Abd-Manaf when you marched to Abyssinia



intending to kill Ja*far and his companions; You’ve also caused similar pain for
Bani Makhzum by killing "Umarah bin al-Walid.”
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Nu'man left reciting long verses of poetry, his poetry contained boasting about
how the Ansar won battles of Khaybar, Badr, Hunayn and others. He also
boasted about how the Ansar shared their money and food with the
emmigrants and how they were easy going. He recited: “You claimed that our
appointment of Sa'd was forbidden but that your appointment of "Atig bin
‘Uthman (a.k.a Abu Bakr) was permissible.” He continued: “Abu Bakr is truly
worthy of it and a good leader but "Ali was better suited.” He then praises "Ali by
reciting: “He, with God’s support, calls to guidance and prohibits from
wickedness and evil. He is the executor of the Prophet’s will and his cousin, the
vanquisher of misguided warriors.” Then he praises Abu Bakr by reciting: “He,
praise be to God, guides from blindness and opens deaf ears. He alone is the
helper of the Messenger in the cave and his old truly-believing friend.” He finally
recited verses to threaten "Amr: “If not for fear of God, you (i.e Quraysh) would



not have been permitted to take it (i.e leadership). However, the good situation
we are at now requires (further) patience.”
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When Nu'man’s poetry reached Quraysh it enraged many of them. At the time,
Khalid bin Sa’id bin al-"'As had returned from Yemen after the Messenger (saw)
made him its governor. Both Khalid and his brother had great achievements in
Islam, they were from the first to embrace Islam from Quraysh and were
worshippers so they became angry for the sake of the Ansar. Khalid hurled
verbal abuse at "Amr and said: “O Quraysh, 'Amr accepted Islam only after
realizing he had no other choice. When he couldn’t harm us with his sword he
resorted to harm us with his tongue. From his schemes is the attempt to divide
the Muhajirin and Ansar. By Allah, they sacrificed for us for God’s sake and we
could not repay them with the same; They shared with us their wealth and
homes and we couldn’t do the same; They chose to live in poverty for our sake
and the Prophet (saw) commanded us to treat them well and informed them of
the mistreatment they shall endure by a future Sultan. | seek refuge in God that
we’'d be the successors who betray the trust and turn into that oppressive
Sultan.”

I say: Khalid bin Sa‘id being from Quraysh spoke fairly of the Ansar. He
mentioned the Prophet’s (saw) will and how he instructed Muslims to be good to
the Ansar. He also mentioned the narrations of the Prophet (saw) where he
warns the Ansar of certain rulers after him who will be cold and unjust towards
them.
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Khalid bin Sa‘id bin al-"As bin Umayyah recited the following poetry at this
occasion: “"Amr uttered something we disliked and announced to the Ansar his
grudge and hatred, if the Ansar have erred then we pardon and do not wrong
them like they wronged us.”
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Al-Fadl returned to "Ali and informed him of what had transpired which upset
him greatly. "Ali verbally abused "Amr: “He hurt God and his Messenger!” He left
to the mosque where many from Quraysh gathered around him and he spoke
angrily: “O Quraysh, loving the Ansar is a sign of belief and hating them is a sign
of hypocrisy. They fulfilled their part, now it’s our turn and remember that God
transferred your Prophet (saw) from Makkah to Madinah and disliked Quraysh’s
company for him so he moved towards the Ansar. We came to their homes so
they split their money with us whether rich or poor and saved us much effort.
As we fought our opponents they shielded us with their bodies so God revealed
a verse combining five blessings for them: {And those who made their dwelling
in the abode, and in belief, before them; love whosoever has emigrated to
them, not finding in their breasts any need for what they have been given, and
preferring others above themselves, even though poverty be their portion. And
whoso is guarded against the avarice of his own soul, those -- they are the
prosperers.} "Amr bin al-'As took a position pleasing to those who held grudges,
it hurt the living and the dead so he deserves a response from those present in
addition to resentment from those who are absent. Whoever loves God and His
Messenger must love the Ansar; "Amr should spare us (i.e Quraysh) from his
problems!” After “Ali finished, Quraysh hastened to "Amr and told him: “Now
that "Ali is angry, you must stop.”
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In turn, Khuzaymah bin Thabit al-Ansari addressed Quraysh with his poetry
urging them to reconcile between themselves and the Ansar as the conflict had
lasted long enough.
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“Ali told al-Fadl: “O Fadl, support the Ansar with your tongue and arms, they are
from you and you are from them.” Al-Fadl then recited poetry warning "Amr of
delivering more wicked speeches since the Ansar are like a sharp sword and
whoever messes with them perishes.
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Al-Fadl entered on “Ali and recited his poetry, this made "Ali thrilled and proud,
he said: “O Fadl, you are the poet of Quraysh’s youth, present your poem to the
Ansar!”
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The Ansar heard the poetry and said: “None except Hassan the sword should
respond!” They sent after Hassan bin Thabit and presented the poetry to him,
he said: “Let me analyse the rhymes of his poetry so that | don’t sound weak in
front of him.” Khuzaymah bin Thabit advised him: “Just mention “Ali in your
poetry and that should be sufficient.”
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Hassan recited poetry praising "Ali and mentioning his superiority and how
others from the masters of Quraysh would wish to be in his status: “Men of
glory from Quraysh hoped for your status but the skinny will never be like the
fat.” and “You got angry for our sake when "Amr delivered a sermon wherein he
buried goodness and revived animosity.” and “You've preserved the
Messenger’s (saw) will with regards to us (i.e Ansar) and who has greater claim
to him than you? Weren’t you his brother in guidance, executor of his will and
the most knowledgeable of them concerning the Book and traditions?”
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The Ansar delivered their poetry to "Ali bin abi Talib who in turn went to the
mosque and informed all those in it from Quraysh and others: “O Quraysh, God
made the Ansar supporters, praising them in His Book so there is no goodness
left for you after they’re gone. An insolent man from Quraysh bearing a grudge
against Islam and against truth due to the dishonor that befell him still takes an
abhorrent stance towards the Ansar. Be wary of God and guard their right, by
Allah if they are gone then so will | since the Prophet (saw) said: “I go with you
(i.e Ansar) wherever you go.” The Muslims all said: “May God have mercy on
you O aba al-Hasan, you’ve said a truthful saying.”
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"Amr bin al-'As was pressured to leave Madinah and he never returned to it
until “Ali and the emmigrants forgave him.

I say: It’s very clear from such texts that "Ali was a respected and honored
personality in society to the extent that "Amr bin al-'As couldn’t return to
Madinah except after "Ali accepted his return. Certain groups who claim to



follow "Ali in our days have painted a portrait of a cowardly man who hid in his
house and could not say a word to oppose Quraysh out of fear. We also see the
great closeness and love "Ali had for the Ansar whereas those same folks who
claim to be his followers have accused the Ansar of conspiring to take "Ali’s right
and of having betrayed him which led them to constantly curse and abuse the
Ansar. "Amr bin al-"As was a great war strategist and remarkable military leader
and it is no surprise he’d lean more towards Mu awiyah bin abi Sufiyan against
"Ali bin abi Talib during the Fitnah.
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Al-Walid bin “Utbah bin abi Mu'ayt was a hater of the Ansar because they
imprisoned his father at Badr then executed him. He stood insulting the Ansar
and mentioning their flaws: “The Ansar think they have a right upon us but we
don’t think so! They talk about sheltering us but we honored them by our
presence! And if they’'ve helped us in the past then they’'ve also boasted
unjustly! By God, we cannot love them as long as their speakers continue to
compare the disgrace we experienced in Makkah to the glory we acquired in
Madinah! They persist in shaming our dead and infuriating the living among us;
If we respond, they say: ‘Quraysh is angry at their supporters.” What calms me
down was their care towards this religion yesterday and their apology for the
faults of today.”
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Al-Walid recited poetry saying that if the Ansar had sacrificed in the past yet
they ruined everything for themselves by boasting repeatedly and that is not the



conduct of kind noblemen. He criticized Hassan and Ka'b for the offensive
poetry that spread in Arabia.
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Al-Walid’s poetry was on every tongue which angered the Ansar as well as a
group from Quraysh such as Dirar bin al-Khattab al-Fihri, Zayd bin al-Khattab and
Yazid bin abi Sufiyan who all sent after al-Walid reproaching him. Zayd bin
al-Khattab (‘Umar’s brother) spoke first: “O lbn "Ugbah bin abi Mu’ayt, if you
were from the poor emmigrants who were chased out of their homes and lost
their wealth to seek God’s pleasure, then you’d have also loved the Ansar.
However, you are from those disloyal to Islam; Those who reluctantly embraced
it later, only after God’s message was victorious. We appreciate that we came to
them in poverty so they enriched us; And when we became rich they never
asked us. As for mentioning the disgrace of Quraysh in Makkah and their glory in
Madinah, then it is as they described, God says in His Book {And remember
when you were few and abased in the land, and were fearful that the people
would snatch you away} Allah granted this victory through them and protected
us in their city. As for your anger for Quraysh’s dead, then know that we do not
aid a disbeliever nor do we love a pagan or sinner. You’ve said what you wished
and their speakers and poets silenced you, do not mention yesterday’s events
and leave the Muhajirin and Ansar be, they do not think of you highly nor will
we shield you from their anger.”
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Then Yazid bin abi Sufiyan spoke: “O lbn “Ugbah, the Ansar have more right to
be angry for the martyrs of Uhud so hold your tongue. Those who were killed by
the God of Truth do not deserve our sympathy and anger.”
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Dirar al-Fihri said: “By God, if the Messenger (saw) hadn’t said: ‘Leaders are
from Quraysh.” then we would have said: ‘Leaders are from the Ansar.’ But the
divine order overrules any opinion. Suppress your evil O man and do not be a
wicked fellow! God did not differentiate between the Muhajirun and Ansar in
this life and He shall not separate them in the after-life.”
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An angered Hassan bin Thabit came and entered the mosque while folks from
Quraysh were inside: “My fellow Quraysh, is our biggest sin that we killed your
pagans? Or that we guarded the Messenger of God? If you're still upset due to
our boasting yesterday, then God has averted this evil (today). We've no
animosity towards you and we’re not cowards but there isn’t a need to fight.
We aren’t afflicted with deficiency in speech and we can respond if we wish, for
we are people of actions and words. However, we said to ourselves: This war
shall begin in shame and end in disgrace, so we averted our gaze and stepped
back that we may all reflect on our positions. Therefore, if you speak we will
speak and if you cease so shall we!”
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None of the Quraysh wished to respond to Hassan and peace returned as both
teams showed acceptance and exercised restraint, thus ending the conflict by
putting an end to tribal extremism.”

I say: Those Arabs were still affected by tribalism and tribal affiliations as is
apparent to all, such is the nature of man and their society is no more than a



product of their times. Thankfully, Islam played a great role as the reader can
see in lowering tensions and weakening tribal inclinations. They all understood
God’s commands and prohibitions which made them think twice before engaging
in any armed combat against their brothers in faith. On top of that, men of
wisdom from among the two camps (e.g Zayd bin al-Khattab & Khuzaymah bin
Thabit) helped in rounding the corners and speaking some sense into more
hard-headed individuals so praise be to God for His protection.



16- Returning to the Godly path and resolving the disputes.

The poor daughter of the Prophet (saw), Fatimah bint Muhammad may God’s
peace be upon her was in a terrible situation. She had seen her siblings pass
away before her and was now left in a state of great grief after losing her father
as well. This caused her to fall ill quickly and she would pass away six months
later.
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"Amir told us that: When Fatimah fell ill, Abu Bakr al-Siddiq came to her desiring
permission to visit. "Ali said: “O Fatimah, this is Abu Bakr asking to visit you.” She
said: “Would you like me to permit him?” “Ali said: “Yes.” He then entered on
her, intending her pleasure and said: “By God, | did not abandon my home,
wealth and kinfolk except to seek the pleasure of God, His Messenger and you O
prophetic-household.” He continued to talk to her until she was pleased.?
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When Fatimah was alive, "Ali had much respect from the people but after her
death he quickly noticed a change in their attitude towards him. Upon seeing
this, “Ali sought to reconcile with Abi Bakr so he sent after him: “Come to us and



bring no one else with you.” “Ali knew of ‘Umar’s harshness so he disliked for
him to accompany Abu Bakr. ‘Umar heard the news and told Abu Bakr: “Don’t
go there on your own.” Abu Bakr replied: “By God, I'll go to them alone. It’s not
as if they’ll harm me.” Abu Bakr went and entered on "Ali who had gathered all
of Banu Hashim at his house. "Ali stood and thanked God, praising Him as He
deserves to be praised, then said: “To proceed, our decision to not offer you
allegiance was not out of denial for your superiority nor out of jealousy from
this goodness that God Has bestowed upon you. We had seen for ourselves a
right due to our close blood-relation to the Messenger (saw).” Abu Bakr’s eyes
became teary as he listened, he accepted "Ali’s excuse: “To proceed, doing good
to the relatives of the Prophet (saw) is more beloved to me than doing good to
my own relatives. By God, | had the best intentions regarding those properties
that caused an issue between us for | have heard the Messenger (saw) say: ‘We
leave no inheritance; What’s left is for charity and Muhammad’s family may
only eat from these properties.” | seek refuge in God should | manage them
differently than the Messenger (saw) did.” Upon hearing this, "Ali gave his
response: “Tonight, | give you a (public) pledge.”

The night fell and the appointed time came, Abu Bakr had just finished leading
the prayer, he climbed the pulpit and testified to God’s oneness then mentioned
“Ali and his absence from attending the (first) public pledge. Abu Bakr excused
“Ali and pardoned him. In turn, "Ali stood up and greatly praised Abu Bakr’s
right, he mentioned his virtues and early deeds then proceeded to offer his oath
of allegiance. When "Ali did this, the people surrounded him and said: “You did
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well!” The people were closer to ‘Ali when he was close to the truth.®

I say: From this text we sense that the main reason why the common Muslims
held "Ali in high esteem was primarily due to his marriage from the Prophet’s
(saw) daughter Fatimah. "Ali spoke about why the Hashemites decided to boycott
the public pledge and why he never showed up to the mosque except after Abu
Bakr had called on him. He states that he does believe Abu Bakr to be suited for
the position yet Banu Hashim had a right as well since they were blood relatives.
Abu Bakr responds and brings mention of the matter of inheritance which had
apparently increased tensions between the tribes of Hashim and Taym, he further
explains his stance and intentions. 'Ali accepts Abu Bakr’s excuse and position
then promises to renew his allegiance to him in the evening while everyone is
present. The intention of "Ali in renewing his allegiance publicly was to stop any
people from spreading malicious rumours that "Ali does not approve of Abu
Bakr’s leadership. Abu Bakr then explained the whole situation to the people in



his sermon, he told them about "Ali’s delay from offering allegiance on that day
and listed his excuses. "Ali returned the favor by greatly praising al-Siddiq then
gave the pledge so the people rejoiced.
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‘Awanah and lbn Ju'dubah both reported that Khalid bin Sa'id bin al-'As never
gave his oath until after six months. He later returned to consult Banu Hashim
and began by praising them: “You folks are always at the forefront and you are
(like) the cover that gives warmth. If you are pleased, then we are pleased and if
you’re angry then so are we. Tell me, have you declared allegiance to this man?”
Banu Hashim replied: “Yes.” He said: “Out of acceptance or out of compulsion?”
They said: “We were pleased.” Upon hearing this, Khalid bin Sa’id said: “Then |
too am pleased and | shall pledge. By God, you O Banu Hashim are high trees
bearing sweet fruits.” While Khalid sat in a shed, Abu Bakr passed by him and
said: “O Khalid, have you changed your mind regarding the pledge?” He
answered: “I shall give it O Abu Bakr.” They both went inside his house and
Khalid gave an oath of allegiance.?
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When the affair of allegiance was finally settled for Abu Bakr, he remained for
three days attempting to convince the people to allow him to step-down and
resign. Abu Bakr would say: “You are all free from any pledge you made to me,
do you accept?” And “Ali would be from the first people to stand and say: “By
God, we will never let you resign or step-down! The Messenger (saw) placed you
ahead of us to unify our religion so who has the audacity to push you back for

worldly reasons?”®
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Below is an interesting story in relation to ours by Rafi* bin abi Rafi" al-Ta’i who
was sent on a military expedition alongside Abu Bakr and a couple of others. As
they returned Rafi’ thought to himself: During this conquest | will pick for myself
a man from the Companions of the Messenger (saw) to teach me as | am unable
to travel to Madinah. Rafi" says: After contemplation | decided on Aba Bakr who
wrapped a Fadaki cloak around himself when riding and wore it whenever he
dismounted. This was the same cloak that the Hawazin tribe mocked when they
said: “We do not offer allegiance to the one who wraps himself.” When we were
done with the expedition | told Abu Bakr: “O Aba Bakr, | have a right upon you
due to my good companionship so please teach me a beneficial thing.” He
replied: “I desired to do so even if you hadn't asked: Worship God without
associating partners, pray the obligatory prayer, pay what you owe of charity,
make pilgrimage to the House, fast your month and do not strive to become
anyone’s leader.” | said: “As for matters of worship | understand but why
prohibit people from seeking authority? Isn’t leadership necessary for running
people’s affairs?” He replied: “You’ve made an effort to seek out my advice and
| made an effort to give you the best advice. People embraced Islam voluntarily
while others disliked it but God helped them escape the darkness so they
became His close neighbors, wishing to be under His safeguard. Whoever
oppresses has degraded his Lord; A man among you snatches his neighbor’s
lamb or camel, harming his neighbor while God is aware and all encompassing.”
Rafi® continues: After some time passed, the news of the Prophet’s (saw) death
reached me so | asked: “Who succeeded him?” They said: “Abu Bakr.” | said:
“My companion!? The one who prohibited me from leadership!?” | mounted my
camel and left for Madinah requesting a private audience with him until | finally



got a hold of him. | asked: “Do you recognize me? I’'m so and so son of so and so;
Remember the advice you gave me?” He answered: “Yes, the Messenger (saw)
passed away while people were still newcomers from an era of ignorance so |
feared they would face a trial then my companions charged me with this duty.”
He kept apologizing to me until | pardoned him. Years later, | too found myself
becoming a corporal in the army (due to circumstance) so | understood.®*

I say: The beauty of this story is to understand that taking leadership and
appointing a leader means that a man is responsible for every action and
decision in front of God almighty. Abu Bakr’s advice for the man was to avoid
being in such a situation as much as possible, he disliked the leadership and
warned from it but God in His wisdom awarded it to him. The man then
reproached Abu Bakr for this until he himself was awarded a high position in the
army even though he also hated it. The story also shows that some of the best
leaders are those who do not desire leadership nor ask for it.

NOTE: This is the end of the book of Sagifah, it will be followed by the book of
Shura.



KITAB-ul-SHURA

By Hani al-Tarabulsi

{And those who have responded to their lord and established prayer and
whose affair is [determined by] consultation among themselves, and from
what We have provided them, they spend.} [42:38]

THE TRUE STORY OF CONSULTATION:

I-The successor of the Prophet’s (saw) successor.

Abu Bakr took a bath on a cold night and quickly became feverish. He was
bedridden for around fifteen days.
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Al-Mada’ini said: When Abu Bakr’s pain became unbearable, he sent after “Ali,
“Uthman and other men from the Muhajirin and Ansar then said: “Verily, as you
can see | am afflicted with an intense illness, and | sense that, due to its severity
| will soon die. Alas, there must be a man in charge to run your affairs. It seems
that God Has released you from your pledges, and my covenant with you has
reached its end as well. God returned the decision to you, so appoint over
yourselves whomsoever you wish. Indeed, if you choose a leader while | am
alive, it’s less likely that you’ll differ among yourselves after | die.” The Muslims
went and attempted to select a man but things didn’t work out for them and
soon they returned to Abu Bakr saying: “O successor of God’s Messenger (saw),
your opinion is our opinion.” He replied: “What if you disagree?” They reassured
him, so he said: “Then give me an oath that you accept my choice.” And they
did, so he told them: “l need some time to see what is best in God’s view and
what is best for God’s religion and slaves.”®
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Aba Bakr began by summoning lbn "Awf, to whom he said: “Can | ask you about
‘Umar bin al-Khattab?” "Abdul-Rahman said: “You always had more knowledge
than | in regard to what you ask me.” Abu Bakr said: “Even so.” Ibn "Awf said:
“By God, he’s even better than you think.” Next, he summoned for "Uthman and
asked: “O aba ‘Abdillah, what can you tell me about ‘Umar?” |bn “Affan
responded: “You know him better than we do.” Abu Bakr insisted, so "Uthman
said: “By the Lord, | know that he is better in private than what he is in the
open; and that among us, no one is equal to him.” Abu Bakr said: “May God
have mercy on you, had | not chosen, it would have surely gone to you.” Then
he consulted with Sa‘id bin Zayd, Usayd bin Hudayr and others from the
Muhajirun and Ansar. Usayd said: “After you, he is the best of us. He is happy
when we’re happy, and he is angry when the condition calls for anger. That
which he keeps secret is better than what he displays in the open. No one is
stronger and more capable to take on this responsibility than he is.”%¢
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While Talhah, Zubayr, "Abdul-Rahman and Sa'd were visiting Abi Bakr during his
illness, he ordered them: “Summon ‘Umar.” When ‘Umar entered, they sensed
that he favored him so they left the two to their privacy. ‘Umar turned his face
and said: “I am unable to manage people’s affairs.” This greatly upset Abu Bakr
who called for his sword and threatened him so “Umar finally submitted. Certain
people at the mosque sent after "Ali and a few others, they found him in a
garden so they went to meet him. A man said: “O Ali, O so and so, the
successor of God’s Messenger (saw) is going to pick ‘Umar. He knows well that
some of us embraced Islam before "Umar and that "Umar is authoritative by



nature even without having full authority over people. What if we go inside and

ask him to reconsider, if he’s truly resolved then we can advise and inform

him.”?’
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Asma’ bint "Umays said: Talhah bin "Ubaydullah entered on Abu Bakr and said:
“You’re nominating "Umar yet you’re aware of what people endure due to his
harsh demeanor. Imagine if you pass away and meet your Lord while having left
us with him?” Abu Bakr requested help to be seated straight on his bed then
told Talhah: “You're frightening me with God!? If | meet my Lord | will say that |
have chosen the best of God’s slaves as successor.”®

1 say: When Abu Bakr said ““You 're scaring me from God?”’ He meant: “How
dare you claim that I do not fear God when all I am doing is for God’s sake, as
opposed to you?” Since the people disliked "Umar due to his strictness in
following God'’s divine laws.
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Abu Bakr had peaked out (from a window) and addressed the people: “Will you
accept the man | nominate? Verily, | did not pick a relative but | selected "Umar
so listen to him and obey. By God, | withheld no effort in listening to opinions.”
They replied: “We listen and we obey!” Abu Bakr then told "Uthman to write:
“This is the last command of Abu Bakr bin abi Quhafah as he exits this world
towards the hereafter. A place where the wicked becomes repentant, the pagan
turns faithful and even a compulsive liar speaks the truth. After testifying that
there is no god except God and that Muhammad is his messenger and servant, |



command that my successor be...” -Abu Bakr fainted- At this point, ‘Uthman
wrote "Umar bin al-Khattab. When Abu Bakr woke up, he asked: “Have you
written anything?” "Uthman told him what he did, so Abu Bakr said: “May God
have mercy on you, had you written your own name you would have been
suitable. Now write: | have chosen as successor “Umar bin al-Khattab and
accepted him for you; if he rules justly then that is what | expect of him but if he
strays then every soul shall reap its rewards. | intend only goodness... | know not
the unseen but the oppressors will surely come to know to what return they will
be overturned.” Aba Bakr then ordered the document to be sealed and told him
to pass it to the people, so ‘Uthman left the house and began asking the
Muslims: “Will you pledge allegiance to the man whose name is on this paper?”
They all said: “Yes we do.” Until the document finally reached "Ali bin abi Talib
who said: “l pledge my allegiance to the name written therein.”®

1 say: After the people requested Abu Bakr to choose, he consulted and discussed
his point of view with the people of opinion and influence. After deciding on the
identity of his successor, Abu Bakr made sure to announce it but then he fainted
while the will was being written so a fearful "Uthman decided to take matters into
his own hands and write the name of "Umar.



1I-The passing of Abu Bakr al-Siddiq.
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On his deathbed, Abu Bakr shows regret for some decisions he made.
*Abdul-Rahman bin "Awf reports in a long narration: | entered on Abu Bakr
during his last illness to inquire about his health. Abu Bakr sat up straight and
said: “By God, | am in deep pain but what’s worse is what | witnessed from you
Muhajirin while | endeavored to choose the best of you as leader. Everybody’s
nostrils suddenly expanded when they realized the pleasures of this world were
within their grasp and they became desirous of this position.” At this point,
"Abdul-Rahman tried comforting Abu Bakr but the latter said: “I feel sorry for
three things | did that | wish I hadn't, for three things | didn’t do but | wish | had
done and for three other matters | wished to ask the Messenger (saw) about. As
for the three | did: | regret having sent men to search Fatimah’s house even if
they had closed it and declared war on me. | regret not having deflected this
matter on the day of Saqifah towards one of the two (i.e "Umar & aba
‘Ubaydah), then I’d be a supporter and he’d be a chief (etc...)”®

I say: The long narration continues with matters irrelevant to our book.
However, we’re interested in the part regarding investigating Fatimah'’s house.
This is when "Umar went to investigate if "Ali and his associates were still
gathering in her house. Ibn Taymiyyah on the other hand says this was a search
for any belongings of the Prophet (saw) that were left behind so they may be
given as charity. Abu Bakr now regrets having done so and is still regretful even
after having apologized to Fatimah, He states that such a decision is
unacceptable under any circumstance even if "Ali’s household had declared war
on him. Secondly, we see him upset for accepting the position of political
successor and wishing for anyone else who could have taken his place.



When news of Abu Bakr’s passing reached “Ali’s ears, he rushed to his house
then stood outside the door and spoke these words as he cried:
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“O Aba Bakr, may God have mercy on you. You were the first of those folks to
embrace Islam, the most truthful in faith, wealthier than the rest in terms of
what enlightenment you acquired from this religion, the best at guarding the
secrets of the Messenger (saw) and at protecting Islam and its people. You
resembled the Messenger (saw) most in terms of his guidance and demeanor
may God reward you in return for your service to him, to Islam and to Muslims.
When the people disbelieved in the Messenger (saw), you believed in him then
comforted him when he was alone. God Has named you ‘the truthful’ in His
Book when He said: {And the one who has brought the truth and [he who]
believed in it — those are the righteous.} He addressed Muhammad (saw) and
yourself. By God, you were great for Islam and a calamity upon disbelievers. You
possessed an undefeated argument and unfaltering vision. Indeed, you were a
mountain that no storm or thunder could uproot. The Messenger (saw) rightly
described you: ‘Weak in body; strong in faith; humble in yourself, but lofty in
your ranking with God and well-esteemed in the eyes of believers.” Never were
you greedy or a follower of desires. You have always treated the weak and
humble as if they were strong and honorable, making sure you returned to them
what was rightfully theirs. May God not deprive you of this reward or misguide

us in your absence.”®*
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During the reign of ‘Umar bin al-Khattab, this conversation took place. lbn
"Abbas reports: As "Ali and | were seated in front of Salamah’s house, "Umar
passed us by and greeted "Ali. "Ali asked: “Where are you headed?” ‘Umar
replied: “To al-Baqi’.” "Ali said: “Should we do our duty and accompany you?”
“Umar said: “Sure.” “Ali then told me: “Please go with him.” | got up and walked
besides him while holding his hand until we left Bagi’, he then turned to me and
said: “O Ibn ‘Abbas, by God your friend (i.e "Ali) had the greatest claim to
authority after the Messenger (saw) but we feared two things.” Ibn “Abbas said:
‘Umar spoke these words and | couldn’t resist asking: “What are they O
commander of faithful?” He said: “We feared his young age and his love for Bani
*Abdul-Muttalib.”?

I say: This shows that they did discuss "Ali’s leadership as an option. Recall the
words abu "Ubaydah said to "Ali when Abu Bakr summoned him for Bay ah.

‘Ali’s inexperience at a young age was a major factor when compared to other
candidates such as Sa'd or Abu Bakr. As for "‘Umar’s words about "Ali favoring
his relatives, this was also one of the reasons "Umar did not push for "Uthman as

his successor for fear that he would favor his relatives. "Umar had a strict policy
against giving any advantage to family members. "Ali ended up appointing a
group of relatives such as his paternal cousins: "Ubaydullah as governor of
Yemen, ‘Abdullah over Basarah, Qutham and Ma'bad over Makkah and
Madinah, he appointed his nephew Ja 'dah bin Hubayrah over Khurasan as well
as his adopted son Muhammad over Egypt.
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Salim bin abi al-Ja’d asked Muhammad bin al-Hanafiyyah (i.e "Ali’s son): “Was
Abu Bakr the first to embrace Islam?” He replied: “No.” He asked: “Then why is
he always given precedence over everyone else to the extent that they won’t
compare him to anyone?” Muhammad replied: “Because he was the best of
them when he embraced Islam and he remained as such until God took his

Soul 793
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Abdullah ibn Ja*far al-Tayyar (i.e "Ali’'s nephew) said: “Abu Bakr may Allah be

pleased with him became in charge of us and he was the best of successors,

always merciful and kind towards us.”**
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‘Abdullah bin Mas'ud said: “What the Muslims saw as good was good in the
sight of Allah, and what the Muslims saw as bad was bad in the sight of Allah;
And all Companions saw fit to make Abu Bakr the successor.”®
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Ibn al-Kawwa’ and Qays bin "Ubad had asked "Ali to explain his actions during his
reign, he was asked about his decision to march (towards Syria) and about the
allegiance the Muhajirin gave to Aba Bakr. “Ali replied: “In truth, the Prophet
(saw) never commanded us with anything in this regard (i.e identity of leader), |
was the first to believe so | won’t be the first to lie. If | had any such command, |
would not have allowed the fellow from Taym bin Murrah nor Ibn al-Khattab to
climb the pulpit; | would have fought them with my bare hands if | found no
weapon. The Messenger (saw) did not die suddenly, he was sick for several
nights and Bilal used to come to him calling for prayer. He would say: ‘Order Aba
Bakr to lead the prayer.” Then one of his wives attempted to change his mind
but he became angry, and said: ‘You're like the female companions of Yusuf
(as).” Then when the Messenger (saw) died, we and the Muhajirun chose for our
worldly affairs the man our Messenger (saw) picked for our religious affairs. Be
mindful that prayer is the pillar of this religion.”*®

I say: This further clarifies that the command "Ali received from the Messenger
(saw) which we previously read about was not concerning who the leader would
be. Also his battle in Syria was not based on a set of instructions by the



Messenger (saw) rather a political move on his part to regain control of the land
that Mu awiyah dominated.



I1I-The six men nominated for succession.

The most popular and detailed narrations for the events that took place after
‘Umar’s passing are those of "Amr bin Maymun. No historian can overlook the
different reports attributed to "Amr when it comes to this section and most will
rely solely on his report. Thus, we have heavily relied on what he had to say in
addition to reports by others in support.
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Harithah bin Mudarrib describes the people’s general condition during the reign
of "Umar: “I have traveled on pilgrimage under the headship of ‘Umar and the
people (at the time) had no doubts that the Caliph after him shall be
‘Uthman.”?’
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‘Umar bin al-Khattab delivered a sermon on Friday (few days before he was
stabbed), he mentioned the Prophet (saw) and Aba Bakr then said: “I saw (in a
dream) as if a rooster had pecked me and | feel it is a sign of my demise.” They
told him: “O commander of faithful, how about you select your successor?” He
said: “Who do you suggest? If aba ‘Ubaydah bin al-Jarrah still lived, | would
choose him then tell my Lord when He asks: ‘I heard your Apostle (saw) say: He
is the trustee of this nation.” If Salim the servant of abi Hudhayfah still lived, |
would choose him then tell my Lord when He asks: ‘I heard your Apostle (saw)
say: Salim has extreme love for God.” If Mu'adh bin Jabal still lived, | would
choose him then tell my Lord: ‘I heard your Apostle (saw) say: Mu“adh shall lead
the scholars on judgement day.” And if Khalid bin al-Walid still lived, | would



choose him then tell my Lord: ‘I heard your Apostle (saw) say: Khalid is a sword
1198

that God unsheathed against pagans.
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Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah interrupted: “Let me point him out to you! It is none
other than "Abdullah son of “Umar.” Upon this, "Umar said: “May God punish
you! By God, you did not say it for Allah’s sake purely! You wish that | select a
man who was incapable of divorcing his wife? My family need not be involved in
your affairs (any longer), | did not enjoy it so that | may desire it for my
household. If this was a good thing then we have obtained enough of it, but if it
was bad then better for us to avoid it; It is sufficient for "Umar’s family that only
one of them be taken to account and questioned about Muhammad’s (saw)
nation (on judgement day). Truly, | did my best effort to deprive my family of
any luxuries.” When “Umar felt that death was near he told his son: “Go to
"A’ishah’s house and deliver my greetings then ask her permission for me to be
buried in her house next to the Messenger (saw) and Abi Bakr.” "Abdullah bin
‘Umar went to ask and received a positive reply: “I would be honored (she said).
O son, greet "Umar for me and tell him: Do not leave Muhammad’s (saw) nation
without a caretaker nor abandon them, for | am fearful of coming ordeals.”
Later on, Ibn "Umar entered on his sister Hafsah, she told him: “Did you know
your father does not intend to appoint anyone?” Ibn "Umar said: “He wouldn’t
do that.” She said: “He will.” So Ibn "Umar swore to bring this up to him.

Upon hearing “A’ishah’s message, "Umar replied: “If | were to appoint then
somebody who was better than | (i.e Abu Bakr) did so, and if | leave the matter
undecided, it is true that somebody who was better than | (i.e God's Apostle)



did so.” On this, the people praised him. "Umar said: “People are of two kinds:
Either one who is keen to take over the Caliphate or one who is afraid of
assuming such a responsibility. | wish | could be free from its responsibility in
that | would receive neither reward nor retribution; | won't bear the burden of
the Caliphate in my death as | did in my life and God will surely safeguard His
religion.” Ibn “Umar remarked: “When | heard him mentioning the Prophet
(saw) and Abu Bakr, | knew he would not equate anybody with the Messenger

(saw) and wouldn’t appoint.”®
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"Amr bin Maymun speaks of ‘Umar’s martyrdom, he says: | witnessed the day
‘Umar was struck. "Umar said to lbn “Abbas: “Find out who did it.” Ibn "Abbas
left for a while and returned saying: “It was the slave of al-Mughirah.” "Umar
said: “The craftsman!?” He said: “Yes.” "Umar said: “May God curse him! | told
his master to treat him well. Praise be to God who has not caused my death to
be at the hands of a man who claimed Islam. Do you and your father (i.e
al-"Abbas) still wish to bring more infidel foreigners to Madinah?” Al-'Abbas
owned the most slaves in the city so "Umar told "Abbas: “This is the work of your
friends, | wanted to prevent those foreign infidel captives from entering but you
forced me.” “"Umar had previously told them: “Do not let any captive enter our
city except their official representatives.” but "Abbas objected saying: “There’s
plenty of hard work to be done in Madinah, it won’t be accomplished without
them.” After ‘Umar was struck, he feared the people were unhappy and thus
plotted to kill him. He called on lbn Abbas -He used to favor him as close
advisor- He told him: “l want you to find out if the people were aware of this.”
Those present said: “We seek refuge in God! We knew nothing nor did we
witness.” Ibn "Abbas went out and every time he’d pass by a group he’d find
them weeping as if they lost their young children. He kept going till he reached a


http://library.islamweb.net/hadith/RawyDetails.php?RawyID=6207

gathering of Badri men sitting in a circle between the grave and the pulpit. lbn
"Abbas addressed the group: ““Umar asks: By God, were you folks happy with
this?” The people were at a loss for words but “Ali spoke: “Lord no! We hope
that we could take from our lives and add to yours.” Ibn ‘Abbas said: “l saw

happiness on “Umar’s face when he heard the news.”*®
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The people returned to ‘Umar after he regained consciousness, they requested:
“O commander of faithful, if only you would instruct us (with regards to
leadership).” He responded: “I had decided after | said what | said, that | shall
look to select the one who is most entitled to carry you on the path of truth -He
pointed to ‘Ali- However, when | fainted | saw a man entering a garden he
planted; the man began plucking every tender and ripe fruit so | realized that
God’s affair will come to pass and death will come.” After the men left in
disappointment, “Umar said: “If they elect the bald one he will guide them
through the path.” lbn ‘Umar asked: “What prevents you from choosing him
then?” He said: “I detest to be burdened by it in death as | was burdened in
life.”1%!

I say: The bald man was "Ali bin abi Talib as specified in multiple narrations and
this shows that "Ali was “Umar’s _favorite candidate but he couldn’t shoulder it in
death as he did in life.
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“Umar finally made up his mind, he said: “I cannot find anyone more deserving
of this matter than a group of men with whom the Prophet (saw) was pleased
before his death. Sa'id bin Zayd bin "Amr bin Nufayl is one of them and | will not
include him -He was "Umar’s cousin so he never named him- It is only for these
six: "Ali bin abi Talib and ‘Uthman bin ‘Affan the sons of ‘Abd-Manaf;
"Abdul-Rahman bin "Awf and Sa'd bin abi Waqqas the maternal-uncles of the
Prophet (saw); Al-Zubayr bin al-"’Awwam the disciple of God’s Messenger (saw)
and son of his paternal-aunt, and finally the good man Talhah bin "Ubaydullah.”
On the next morning, "Umar called on the five men -Talhah was absent because
he was taking care of his properties in al-Sarat- He looked at them as they
entered and said: “l observed the people and saw no division or dissent so if any
division or dissent take place after me then it is your fault. This matter is yours
because the Prophet (saw) died while pleased with you. | do not fear the people
for you if you act justly but | fear that you yourselves may fight and cause a
conflict between the people so head to "A’ishah’s room with her permission and
consult among yourselves.” At this point "Amr bin al-"As tried to include himself
but "Umar stopped him, he said: “Be comfortable with the position wherein God
placed you, | will not include anyone who drew a weapon against God’s Apostle
(saw).” "Umar then changed his mind, he told the men: “Do not enter her room
but be close-by.” The Caliph rested his head as he continued to bleed.'®



IV-"Umar’s final instructions and his will.
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The men left and began their discussions, the voices soon got louder till
"Abdullah bin ‘Umar said: “Praise be to God! The commander of faithful is not
yet dead.” 'Umar also noticed, he quickly ordered: “Cease immediately all of
you! If | die, then consult together for a period of three days; Suhayb al-Rumi
shall lead the prayers so do not let the fourth day come unless you have a leader
over you. If you six agree on a man, then strike the neck of whoever opposes
you and the neck of anyone who assumes authority without consulting the
Muslims. Bring with you al-Hasan bin "Ali and "Abdullah bin “Abbas, they possess
a close relation (through blood) to the Messenger (saw) so their attendance
might bring upon us blessings. | wish for "Abdullah bin "Umar to attend too as an
adviser but he has no claim to authority.” "Umar looked at his son "Abdullah and
said: “Be warned, it is not for you.” He then looked back and said: “Talhah is
also your partner in this matter, if he should return in the next three days then
let him attend but don’t wait if he doesn’t show.” ‘Umar asked: “Who will
represent Talhah?” lbn abi Waqqgas responded: “I shall speak for him and God
willing he won’t object.” *Umar said: “God willing, he won’t.”*%
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‘Umar started instructing al-Miqdad bin al-Aswad: “After you place me in my
grave, gather this group of men in a house until they elect one of their number. |
do not think anyone other than "Ali or "Uthman will be chosen. However, if it
goes to "Ali the people will differ on him.” *Umar then turned towards "Ali and
said: “Maybe these folks will acknowledge your right, honor, close relation,
what God Has bestowed upon you from knowledge and understanding then
they appoint you. If that happens, fear God O “Ali and do not let Banu Hashim
step over people’s necks; What prevented me from appointing you was your
strong desire to acquire authority. On the other hand, if ‘Uthman is chosen then
he is a lenient man.” ‘Umar turned towards "Uthman and said: “Maybe these
folks will acknowledge your family ties to the Messenger (saw), your wisdom,
your honor and the deeds you accomplished in early Islam then appoint you. If
that happens, do not allow the family of Abi Mu“ayt to step over people’s necks;
What prevents me from appointing you is your extreme love for your tribe and
relatives.” “Umar continued: “If leadership is given to Sa'd then he is worthy but
if not then let whoever is chosen seek his counsel as | did not remove him from
his post due to any treachery or failure. As for Ibn "Awf, what a man
"Abdul-Rahman bin "Awf is, guided, wise and protected by God, so listen to
him.”104

I say: "Ugbah bin abi Mu'ayt is "Uthman’s step-father. "Uthman was also a
husband to two of the Prophet’s (saw) daughters. However, ‘Ali was the
Prophet’s (saw) cousin and also a husband to one of his daughters. In some
reports, "Umar criticizes “Ali for joking around often. Although those reports are
weak and may seem strange at first, yet there is historical basis to this story.
‘Amr bin al-"As used to criticize "Ali for this same reason during the civil-war
and used it to prove he isn't fit to be ruler, he was also described as such by aba
al-Harith when asked by Ibn "Ayyash, Zadhan al-Kindi narrated that "Ali was
joking around during his Caliphate, and remember also "Ali’s response in the
narration where the Prophet (saw) tried to wake him for prayer.
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The men said: “O commander of faithful, tell us what you think of us so we may
be familiar with your opinions.” *Umar said: “By God, what hinders me from
appointing you O Sa'd is your harshness for you are a man of war. O
"Abdul-Rahman what prevents me from you is that you are the pharaoh of this
nation. As for you O Zubayr, you're a believer when happy but a disbeliever
when in anger. As for Talhah, it was arrogance and haughtiness; if he gets it he’ll
place his ring (i.e seal) in his wife’s finger. Consequently, if each three of you
unite upon a different man, let ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar be a mediator but if you
reject his judgement then refer to the three among whom is "Abdul-Rahman.”
After this, "Umar turned to Abi Talhah Zayd bin Sahl al-Khazraji and said: “Pick
fifty men of the Ansar to urge this group until they choose a man from among

their number and do not allow them to delay it beyond three.”*®

I say: These minor flaws in the six noble personalities were insignificant, yet in
‘Umar’s head they became exaggerated due to fear from God’s wrath in case his
chosen successor fails. Although “Umar himself was a harsh man, he realized
that with harshness alone one cannot rule. As for referring to "Abdul-Rahman as
the pharaoh, that is due to his great wealth and rich properties.
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After instructing everyone, "Umar left some advice for his successor: “I advise
the Caliph after me to treat the early Muhajirin well and to recognize their
rights. | advise you to treat the Ansar well, those who adopted the faith and
lived in the city, to show approval of those of them who do well and forgive
those among them who committed faults. | advise you to treat the dwellers of
the outlying regions justly for they are our shield against enemies, conduits of
tax and a thorn in the side of the opponents. Do not collect from them except


http://library.islamweb.net/newlibrary/display_book.php?flag=1&bk_no=52&ID=6726#docu

whichever is surplus to their needs. | recommend you treat the desert
wanderers well as they are the original Arabs and guardians of religion. Take
from the surplus of their fortunes then spend it on their poor. | urge you to treat
those in God’s protection well, defend them against any threats and do not
overburden them with what they cannot bear. O Muslims, support whoever is in
authority over you and offer them the trusts ordained by God.” *Umar had also
asked Hudhayfah bin al-Yaman: “Who do you think your people will choose after
me?” Hudhayfah replied: “The people look up to ‘Uthman and promote him.” 1%



V-The passing of al-Faruq, ‘Umar bin al-Khattab.
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When “Umar passed away, people left towards ‘A’ishah’s house. lbn "Umar
asked for permission to allow his father to be placed next to his two

Companions and "A’ishah approved: “Let him in.”*”’
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Ibn “Abbas narrates: When (the body of) "Umar was put on his deathbed, the
people gathered around him and invoked God and prayed for him before the
body was taken away, and | was amongst them. Suddenly | felt somebody taking
hold of my shoulder so | turned to find "Ali bin abi Talib. "Ali invoked God’s
Mercy for "Umar and said: “O "Umar! You have not left behind you a person
whose deeds | like to imitate and meet Allah with more than yours. By God, |
always thought that God would keep you united with your two companions, for
very often | used to hear the Prophet (saw) say: ‘l, Abu Bakr and "Umar went
(somewhere); I, Abu Bakr and “Umar entered (somewhere); and I, Abu Bakr and
‘Umar left (somewhere).””1%
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"Abdullah bin Malik bin "Uyaynah al-Azdi the ally of banu al-Muttalib said: When
we left with “Ali from the funeral, he entered his house and bathed then came

“Ali remained silent for a while then said: “May God reward the woman
who grieved for "Umar’s passing, the daughter of Abu Hathmah spoke the truth
when she said: O ‘Umar! He straightened the curve and fulfilled the oath. O


http://library.islamweb.net/newlibrary/showalam.php?ids=2

‘Umar! He departed (from this world) with untarnished clothes and little
shortcomings. O “Umar! He established the Sunnah and abandoned mischief.”
He then said: “By God, she didn’t know of these matters but she was taught to
say them yet she spoke the truth. By God, he achieved the goodness (of this
world) and remained safe from its evils; he looked up to his Companion (i.e Abu
Bakr) and followed the path wherever it seemed straight. Those riders (i.e
Prophet, Abu Bakr & “Umar) left us in dividing ways wherein the misled cannot

obtain guidance and the guided cannot attain certainty.”**
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When “Umar’s funeral was conducted, both “Ali and ‘Uthman competed to lead
the prayer on his body but "Abdul-Rahman prevented them by saying: “You both
desire leadership so step aside, it is Suhayb’s job because “Umar left him in
charge (of prayer) for three days until we unite on a chief.” Thus, Suhayb led the
Janazah prayer.'?

I say: Leading the prayer on "Umar’s body was a significant symbolic task one
would expect from the coming Caliph. "Abdul-Rahman, knowing this, did not find
it fair to give one of the candidates an advantage over others so he requested
Suhayb to take his rightful role as Imam of prayer.



VI-The consultation.
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“Ali told some Hashemites who accompanied him: “It seems that if | obey your
people, you folks will never be chiefs.” "Abbas asked: “What happened?” He
said: “They placed me on the same footing as ‘Uthman then ordered us to go
with the majority.” "Ali added: “Sa’d will not differ with his cousin
"Abdul-Rahman. Whereas "Abdul-Rahman has family ties with "Uthman so one
of them will side with the other no doubt. Even if Talhah and Zubayr are with
me | won’t benefit if "Abdul-Rahman is on the other side. | hope to bring one of
them to my side at least.” Upon hearing this, al-'Abbas reproached ‘Ali:
“Everytime | push you forward you step back and retreat! | told you when the
Prophet (saw) was dying: ‘Come, let’s ask him who’s in charge after him.” You
replied: ‘I dislike asking, if we’re rejected we may lose it forever.” After he
passed away | told you: ‘Let me pledge to you and no two shall differ on us.” But
you refused until ‘Umar passed away, then | told you: ‘God has given you
absolute liberty and you won’t bear the consequence, do not join the
consultation.” You still refused so what can | possibly do!?”**!

I say: It seems the relationship between "Ali and his uncle al-'Abbas later
deteriorated due to the former’s decisions and reluctance.
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Ibn al-Kalbi explained the family ties between the two men: “*’Abdul-Rahman is
husband to Umm Kulthum daughter of “Ugbah bin abi Mu ayt, her mother is
Arwa bint Kurayz and she is ‘Uthman’s mother.”**?



1 say: "Ali was overly cautious over this issue because "Abdul-Rahman is a man
from Banu Zuhrah who are also maternal-uncles of the Prophet (saw). Therefore,
"Abdul-Rahman had family ties with Banu Hashim and "Ali that are just as strong
as his ties with "Uthman.
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After "Umar’s burial, "Abdul-Rahman headed to the house of his wife Fatimah
bin Qays al-Fihriyyah, she was a wise woman and the sister of al-Dahhak bin
Qays al-Fihri. The other five men followed him so "Abdul-Rahman addressed his
comrades: “O people, | see you disputing over it and delaying this matter. May
God Have mercy on you, do you all wish to be successors? Who among you
accepts to step back and offer it to his companion?” The men did not answer so
he took the initiative again and declared: “I for one, will step back and so will my
cousin (i.e Sa'd).” Al-Miqdad interrupted and summoned the five to "A’ishah’s
room after getting permission and they asked aba Talhah al-Ansari to ensure
privacy. Meanwhile, "Amr bin al-"As and al-Mughirah bin Shu’bah came and sat
near the door but Sa'd chased them away and hurled a stone at them saying:
“You two plan to claim that you attended as members of the consultation!?” At
this time, the men were competing over the matter and there was a lot of back
and forth; aba Talhah cried upon witnessing their dispute and said: “My fear of
you rejecting it was greater than my fear of you fighting over it. By the one Who
took ‘Umar’s soul, | shall not grant you more than the three days you were
given. | will sit in my house and await your decision.”**?

Below we translate a few words from the eloquent speeches made by the men
during their consultation and all of it is taken from the book of Ibn Jarir
al-Tabari.
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The consultation began with eloquent words from “Abdul-Rahman: “I have an
opinion and you are people of vision, so listen to learn then respond wisely.”
And: “You are leaders of guidance, and reliable scholars so do not dispute until
the end of time.” And: “Residents of every home have a leader, they fulfill his
orders and care for his prohibitions. Submit your affairs to one among you so
that your journey would be easy and your goal would be within reach.” Among
other things he mentioned.
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"Uthman also delivered an eloquent speech: “Praise be to the God who took
Muhammad as his prophet and sent him as a messenger. Praise be to Him Who
is truthful in His promise of granting victory over the close relative as well as the
distant stranger. Praise be to Him who made us followers of His prophet,
obeying his orders and fulfilling his commands in spite of all desires; He is our
guiding light as through him we became leaders to be followed and chiefs.”
Among other things he mentioned.
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Al-Zubayr followed with an eloquent speech: “Verily, whosoever calls (upon
God) will be recognized and the One to answer him will not disappoint
especially in times of strife.” And: “If God’s eternal laws had not been
established then avoiding leadership and authority would be a means of
salvation and guarding the self. However, we need to submit to God’s call and
reveal the prophetic-traditions so as to not die a blind death.” Among other
things he mentioned.
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Sa'd followed with an eloquent speech: “I have discarded my quiver after
picking the winning arrow and I’'ve accepted for Talhah what | accepted for
myself. | am responsible for what | choose on his behalf and the matter is now
up to you O lbn "Awf.” Among other things he mentioned.
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Finally, “Ali spoke eloquently and we translate his full sermon: “Praise be to God
who chose Muhammad (saw) from among us as a prophet, then sent him to us
as a messenger. We are the household of prophethood and the essence of
wisdom; we act as a safety for the people and we aid whoever seeks us. We will



accept our right if it is given to us but if we’re prevented then we will exercise
patience no matter how long the wait. If the Messenger (saw) had commanded
us (to assume authority) we would have fulfilled his command and if he had
given us instructions, we would have argued against everyone till we die. | will
not allow anyone to surpass me in calling for truth or honoring kinship and there
is no strength save with God Almighty. So, hear my word and understand my
logic. Maybe you will see soon after today, that over this matter, swords will be
drawn and pledges will be broken, so much so that you will become united but
some of you will be leaders of misguided people and followers of ignorant

ones.” Then he recited some poetry.'*

I say: "Ali openly declares that Banu Hashim still believe leadership to be their
exclusive right. He says the Prophet (saw) never instructed or commanded
regarding the matter and this is the reason he is not fighting to retrieve what he
believes is rightfully his. He states that if the Messenger (saw) had clearly
announced that leadership was their right, then he would be the first to call
people towards this truth and honor the Prophet’s (saw) words.
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Through the skillful navigation of ‘Abdul-Rahman bin "Awf, members of the
council managed to limit candidacy to two individuals but the negotiations were
still ongoing.

‘Abdul-Rahman said: “Our private conversation has gone long enough. The
people impatiently await their new Caliph and leader, and those who have
temporarily settled here (after pilgrimage) need to go back to their lands. Which
of you two would disassociate himself from the matter on the condition of
picking the most suitable figure for this position?” The two Sheiks remained
silent (i.e "Uthman & "Ali) So "Abdul-Rahman said: “Will you then accept me as
judge if | promise that | won’t hold back any effort in choosing the best of you?
What’s your thought on this O aba al-Hasan?” "Ali said: “Give me a solid oath to



prioritize truth, reject desires and not give advantage to a near relative nor
withhold any effort for the nation’s sake.” "Abdul-Rahman accepted and told the
men: “Give me your oaths to stand by me against any renegade and to be
pleased with whomever | choose for God’s sake. In turn, | will surely not give
precedence to relatives nor reserve any effort in choosing (what’s best).” He
gave them his oath then took their oaths near the pulpit and they agreed to
submit to the man he selects even if he tapped one of his hands over the
other.'”

1 say: Tapping with one hand over the other means even if he chooses himself as
Caliph. Thus, it has now become "Abdul-Rahman’s job to choose the next Caliph
out of two candidates both of whom are from the honorable Banu "Abd-Manaf.
‘Abd-Manaf’s children are Hashim ("Ali’s great grandfather), "Abd-Shams
("Uthman’s great grandfather), Nawfal and al-Muttalib.
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‘Adbul-Rahman remained in his house near the mosque which is called the
courtyard of justice and that’s mainly why it is called Rahbat-ul-Qada’. During
this time, he consulted with "Ali and asked him: “You say: ‘| have more right to
it’ due to your blood relation, your early Islam and your good deeds as Muslim.
No one rejects this, however if you are not to be chosen then which of the men
do you see as most fitting for such a position?” “Ali replied: “*Uthman.”
‘Abdul-Rahman then spoke privately with "Uthman and asked him similarly:
“You say: ‘I am the elder of Banu ‘Abd-Manaf, husband to the Messenger’s
(saw) daughters and his cousin; | have an early Islam in addition to my virtues.’
No one rejects this, however if you are not to be chosen then which of the men
do you see as most fitting for such a position?” "Uthman replied: “’Ali.” Next,
"Abdul-Rahman dismissed the two and went to discuss privately with al-Zubayr
at the backside of the mosque near the arbour adjacent to Marwan’s house. He
told al-Zubayr: “Let’s leave this to the two sons of ‘Abd-Manaf, who do you



recommend?” Zubayr replied: “*Uthman.” Finally, he met privately with Sa'd
and told him: “As for me and you, we do not desire it so who do you
recommend?” Sa'd bin abi Waqgas also said: “*Uthman.”**
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Later, "Ali met with Sa'd and attempted to persuade him: “O aba Ishaq, | do not
ask you to exchange your cousin’s best interest for mine or to place me ahead of
him by giving me your pledge. However, if he asks you to be on his side along
with “Uthman then refuse because | have a greater right upon you than
“Uthman especially in kinship.” “Ali appealed to Sa'd through his relation to
Hasan, Husayn and Aminah the mother of the Messenger (saw) so Sa'd
accepted: “You shall be given what you ask.” Sa'd then went to meet
*Abdul-Rahman and told him: “If you choose yourself then | am pleased, but if
you choose “Uthman then know that “Ali is dearer to me. O brother, just choose
yourself and relieve us from all of this, we wish raise our heads in public again
(without shame).” “Abdul-Rahman responded: “O aba Ishaqg, | had removed
myself so that | can make the final choice, had | not done so and it were up to
me then | would have chosen myself. | saw (in a vision) a green garden full of
lush grass, a stallion entered it and | had never seen a kinder creature; he
passed across like an arrow without turning left, right or tripping. He was
followed by a camel who traced his steps until he crossed it. Then, a magnificent
stallion dragging his halter entered the garden, looking left and right as he
followed the two till he crossed. Finally, a fourth camel entered and dwelled
comfortably in the garden. By God, | shall not be that fourth one; | know that
the people will never be pleased with anyone after Abi Bakr and "Umar.” Sa'd
said: “l fear you may become weak, carry on since you’re familiar with what
‘Umar entrusted.”*"’



I say: "Ali succeeded in shifting Sa'd to his side by mentioning the Prophet’s
(saw) mother and grandchildren. Aminah’s father was the brother of Sa'd’s
grandfather. As for the dream, the first three were the Prophet (saw), Abu Bakr
and “Umar who left this world without being swayed by materialistic
distractions.
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The moment “Abdul-Rahman was placed in charge, everyone turned away from
the rest and rushed towards him to consult during those nights. "Abdul-Rahman
would sometimes disguise his face and head out to the far corners of Madinah
to learn public opinion. He never left anyone from the Muhajirin, Ansar or the
laymen unless he asked him. As for the people of repute and opinion as well as
the commanders of the battalions, he sought them privately to discuss and
every single one of them recommended “Uthman.

Al-Miswar bin Makhramah said: The stipulated period was about to end so
"Abdul-Rahman knocked at nightfall. | said: “I am at your service.” He told me:
“Are you asleep? By God, my eyes did not taste sleep since three days. Go and
call for “Ali and ‘Uthman.” | inquired: “O uncle, whom do | call first?” He said:
“Whomever you wish.” | went in "Ali’s direction because | leaned towards him
and favored him. | told “Ali: “Will you answer my uncle’s call?” The two spoke
privately until the middle of the night, then "Ali left the house while having no
doubt he’s the chosen one. ‘Abdul-Rahman was concerned about "Ali, he told
me to call on "Uthman next, then they too spoke privately till the dawn’s call to
prayer separated them.®



I say: It seems the vast bulk of texts suggest that people favored "Uthman. As for
‘Ali, "Abdul-Rahman was concerned that "Ali would refuse to pledge allegiance
to the other man in case he was not chosen.



VII-The believers chose “Uthman bin “Affan.
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On that fateful morning, everyone left towards the mosque when the caller
called: “Unite for prayer!” ‘Uthman remarked: “By God, | came late due to
shyness, | noticed him prioritizing "Ali. So | stood at the back of the mosque (to
avoid embarrassment).” Suhayb led the people in the morning prayer and the
council members gathered near the pulpit, they called on all those present from
Muhajirin, Ansar and the military commanders who remained in Madinah after
witnessing the pilgrimage alongside "Umar. When all was ready, "Abdul-Rahman
came wearing a sword and the turban given to him by the Prophet (saw), he
spoke to us: “O Muslims, everyone wishes for the people of distant lands to
return to their homes after knowing who their chief is.” Sa'id bin Zayd al-"Adwi
said: “We see you as fitting for this position!” “Abdul-Rahman answered:
“Suggest someone else.” "Ammar said: “If you don’t wish for the Muslims to
differ then select "Ali.” al-Miqdad said: “*Ammar speaks truth. If "Ali is chosen,
we shall listen and obey.” But Ibn abi al-Sarh said: “Rather, if you don’t wish for
Quraysh to differ, choose "Uthman.” "Abdullah bin abi Rabi‘ah agreed: “True, we
will listen and obey if ‘Uthman is chosen.” "Ammar then verbally abused Ibn abi
al-Sarh and said: “Since when do you care about the well-being of Muslims?” So
Banu Hashim and Banu Umayyah disputed, and "Ammar said: “O people, God
Has honored us through His prophet and strengthened us through His religion.
Why do you still choose other than your Prophet’s (saw) household?” A man
from Banu Makhzum answered him: “You crossed your boundaries O son of
Sumayyah, who are you to select for Quraysh its leaders!?” At this point, Sa'd



bin abi Waqqgas intervened: “O "Abdul-Rahman, please settle this before it gets

any worse.”**?
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“Ali got up and walked till he stood under the pulpit, "Abdul-Rahman held "Ali’s
hand and asked: “Will you O “Ali accept my allegiance, on the condition that you
work in accordance to the Book of God, the prophetic-tradition and the example
of Abi Bakr and "Umar?” “Ali responded: “By God no, however I'll try my utmost
ability to do so.” "Abdul-Rahman let go of "Ali’s hand and called: “Come to me O
‘Uthman.” He grabbed his hand and asked: “Will you O "Uthman accept my
allegiance, on the condition that you work in accordance to the Book of God,
the prophetic-tradition and the example of Abi Bakr and ‘Umar?” “Uthman
responded: “By the Lord, yes.” "Abdul-Rahman looked up at the ceiling of the
mosque with his hand still in "Uthman’s then said: “O Lord bear witness that |
removed what’s around my neck and placed it around “Uthman’s neck.” With
this, "Ali became upset and said: “You gave him the gift of a lifetime, this isn’t
the first instance you united against us. But come sweet patience! And God is
the one sought for help against that which you describe. You gave it to "Uthman
so he could later hand it to you.” Upon hearing "Ali’s words, "Abdul-Rahman
testified to God’s oneness and said: “Now then, O ‘Ali, | have looked at the
people's tendencies and noticed that they do not equate anybody with
“Uthman, so you should not incur blame by disagreeing.” Ibn "Awf recited: {Then
whosoever breaks his oath breaks it but to his own hurt; and whoso fulfills his
covenant made with God, God will give him a mighty wage.}

Salamah bin “Abdullah bin "Abdul-Rahman bin "Awf narrated from his father
‘Abdullah: “I saw the first man who declared allegiance to "Uthman: It was
*Abdul-Rahman bin "Awf followed by Ali bin abi Talib.”**°


http://library.islamweb.net/hadith/RawyDetails.php?RawyID=18429
http://library.islamweb.net/hadith/RawyDetails.php?RawyID=4903
http://library.islamweb.net/hadith/RawyDetails.php?RawyID=4461
http://library.islamweb.net/hadith/RawyDetails.php?RawyID=5722

1 say: Some historians say the first is "Abdul-Rahman while others say the first is
"Ali. This can be reconciled since Ibn "Awf was the one tasked with choosing so
he by default is the first to give an oath and he was followed by "Ali who is
considered the first of the people to offer his. In some narrations "Ali mentions
that he was tricked by "Amr bin al-"As; he had asked him for advice and "Amr
instructed him to answer Ibn "Awf with humbleness so "Ali assumed that was why
he wasn’t chosen since he sounded unconfident in his reply to Ibn "Awf.

u.q_ﬂ\wms‘).\ﬂgm\j\.a\w;)ﬂmh J\.\s.d\d\sﬂ AL\Q_\L\SX\QJ.\.\M d}s-‘}“j‘:;“-c_)&j
co\n\dh.\g_m)\k_usu\ dlﬁ Mud@;\.\ﬂ&s\}‘ A\.MAL: d\s& }h:u‘u}c QAJL’U}‘AS"
M\@b)@\)&cumt\ye\q\uﬂhuﬁ A.\}uu.u_q_,ﬂdm M\u\yaﬂ\dﬂ_ﬂﬁ
13 a B 5 Gl B e Linel 5id s 5. dem Gl 5 A ey saaly ey 2 5 Ll
Sa e Syl agd Jal) 5 DU 55 g gVl asad g eduaill Gare el 138 Jal e oY)
y,‘g,ﬂxufwj‘dmu@iy,‘@umgjigu,uijmi\L;.aﬁu\ Jismsy da
‘bﬁmdﬂ\d;)s\wmqgm| (g a) Cueadid cdlaiall 13a s ate callid Sl e g
@\H‘AM\;M\.A&_L\.\XB d\ﬁ d\k@\u.\k;s elu}d\}‘ulc.m\‘;m.m\ d}“)*iu-’e‘;u-" J\As
ce@qsfy‘\ﬁh\jh;.\u\éa_\mmﬁdu dhﬂcj\ﬂd\d\ﬁu J;AM.L\\AA;JJJM\Q_\.\SX
&dhﬁu}.&‘}(\}‘%ﬂﬂ\ (,Sh\‘\amds."x'a\ﬁ d\ﬁ(ah}ua_\u\éuu\.d &.\lﬂceg.n)ﬂdb@\ d\s
“m‘eé—mcﬁelawuﬁ-*-‘e&hé}u‘ sk, @é‘#wﬁj‘uﬂﬁ&‘u)#wu‘ 8|

eﬁuurﬂj‘muﬂ)ﬁweﬁﬁ@wﬁuj

An upset ‘Ali left while saying: “The decreed period will reach its end.” So
al-Miqdad said: “O "Abdul-Rahman, you left a man who judges with truth and
equity.” lbn “Awf replied: “O Miqgdad, by God | strived for the sake of the
Muslims.” Migdad said: “If you truly did this for God’s sake then may He grant
you the best reward.” Ma'ruf bin Suwayd witnessed these events, he said: | was
in al-Madinah when ‘Uthman was given allegiance, | saw a man sitting in the
mosque surrounded by people. The man said: “It is truly mind boggling that
Quraysh would keep that household away from this matter. They are the
essence of virtue, the stars that light the lands and by God there is among them
a man that | see as most truthful after the Messenger (saw), the best at passing
just judgement and the best at encouraging good deeds and prohibiting from
wrongdoing.” | asked who the man was and they said he was al-Migdad, | said
to him: “May God fix your affair, who is this man you speak of?” He answered:
“Your Prophet’s (saw) cousin, “Ali bin abi Talib.” After a long time, | met up with
aba Dharr and told him what | heard from al-Migdad, he said: “That’s true.” |
asked: “What prevents you from giving them authority?” He said: “Their own



people refuse.” | asked: “Why not strive to help them?” abu Dharr said: “No,
don’t say that! Never create division nor cause conflict.” "Ali used to say: “The
people revere Quraysh while Quraysh seek their own self-interest. They say: ‘If
Banu Hashim took authority they will forever hold the reins of power but if
others from Quraysh receive authority then it will pass from one house to the

next 121

1 say: Companions such as aba Dharr, Migdad, "Ammar and Salman had much
love towards the Messenger (saw) that they preferred his household over all the
rest. They viewed "Ali as deserving of leadership due to his virtue, his knowledge
and his close relation to the Messenger (saw). These are the original Shia may
God’s peace be upon them as opposed to the sects we have today.
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Talhah bin ‘Ubaydullah returned on the day ‘Uthman became Caliph so they
told him: “Go offer your pledge.” He asked: “Is Quraysh pleased?” They said:
“Yes.” He directly went to meet "Uthman. When he arrived, ‘Uthman said: “It’s
entirely up to you, if you reject me | will step-down.” Talhah asked: “Would you
give it up?” He said: “Yes.” Talhah asked: “Have they all pledged?” He said:
“Yes.” Talhah said: “Then | am pleased with their agreement, | won’t be the odd
one out.” And he offered his allegiance. "Abdullah bin Sa'd bin abi Sarh said: “I
was fearful that everything would collapse until Talhah did what he did so | in
turn did good to him through familial bonds.” Afterwards, the people
accompanied ‘Uthman to the house of Fatimah bint Qays and they all sat
together. As they were seated, al-Mughirah bin Shu’bah told "Abdul-Rahman: “O
aba Muhammad, you did well by choosing “Uthman.” And he told ‘Uthman: “If
‘Abdul-Rahman chose anyone else we wouldn’t accept.” He said this in "Ali’s
presence so ‘Abdul-Rahman said: “Wrong O A'war! You would have accepted
anyone | picked and said the same thing.”**
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During those days, ‘Abdullah bin Mas ud walked back to Kufah from Madinah,
he praised God and told its people: “We never heard more cries than on the day
the commander of faithful "Umar bin al-Khattab died. However, we the
Companions of Muhammad (saw) gathered and spent a great deal of effort to
select the best of us; a man of superiority, ‘Uthman bin “Affan. O people, offer

him your obedience.”*?*
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During the first six years, "Uthman was more beloved to the people than ‘Umar.
The second Caliph was a strong man and he was very strict against Quraysh that
no one could enjoy any luxuries due to their reverence and love for him. So
when ‘Uthman was placed in authority, he was a lenient and easy-going man to
the extent that al-Hasan al-Basri described: “I witnessed ‘Uthman deliver a
sermon when | was a teenager, | did not see a man or woman with a more
radiant complexion nor a purer face.” Later on, people became spoiled and
criticised things due to their jealousy that Ibn ‘Umar said: ““Uthman was
reproached for things that if "Umar had done they wouldn’t have reproached
him.” Mudarib bin Hazn said: “It was said to "Ali: ‘What caused them to murder

‘Uthman?’ “Ali replied: ‘Jealousy.””***


http://library.islamweb.net/hadith/RawyDetails.php?RawyID=5079

VIII-The passing of al-"Abbas bin *Abdul-Muttalib and his final will to “Ali.
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‘Abdullah bin “Abbas narrated: | met “Ali bin abi Talib at a time when "Ali and
(his uncle) al-"Abbas were very distant. | told him: “If you wish to say anything to
your uncle now is the time as | do not think you will ever meet afterwards.”
Upon hearing this, "Ali desired to go and asked me to take permission from
‘Abbas. When he got permission he entered on his uncle and they embraced;
“Ali began kissing his hands and feet while saying: “O uncle, | beg you to be
pleased with me, may God be pleased with you.” "Abbas answered: “Now | am
pleased with you.” He continued: “O nephew, | had advised you to do three
things but you did not accept and you saw the consequence of your poor
decisions. Now | shall advise you a fourth time so either you accept or you will
suffer once more.” "Ali said: “What would that be O uncle?” "Abbas reminded
him: “I advised you to ask the Prophet (saw) during his illness that if this matter
belonged to us then he should hand it to us but if it wasn’t then he should
command them to take care of us but you refused saying: ‘If he prevented us
then we will never receive it." abu Sufiyan bin Harb visited when the Prophet
(saw) passed away and and we both begged you at that moment to accept our



allegiance. | told you: “Allow me and this elder (i.e abu Sufiyan) to offer the oath
so that nobody from Banu ‘Abd-Manaf can reject you, and if ‘Abd-Manaf
accepts then Quraysh accepts and so will all the Arabs afterwards but you
refused saying: ‘It is up to the Muslims to decide this matter, | would not make a
decision without them, if they want me then they know where to find me.
Furthermore, we’re busy preparing the Prophet (saw) and I've no fears
concerning leadership.’ Little time passed before we heard the Takbir from the
Courtyard of Banu Sa'idah so you asked: ‘O uncle, what’s the commotion?’ |
replied: ‘This is what we warned you of.” You said: ‘Glory be to God, can it really
be so?’ | said: ‘Yes it can.” You said: ‘Can this not be reversed?’ | said: ‘Since
when is this kind of thing reversed?’ Later on, when "Umar got stabbed | advised
you: ‘Do not participate in the consultation. If you leave them, they will place
you ahead of them but if you act as their equal they will precede you.” You
refused and saw what happened, so now listen to this fourth opinion: | see that
‘Uthman got himself into some trouble and | sense that the Arabs will march
against him then slaughter him in his own house like a camel. By God, if this
happens while you are present in Madinah, people will accuse you of spilling his
blood and you won’t receive authority (after his death) except along with it will
be much evil, it is devoid of goodness.”**®
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"Abdullah bin “Abbas said: On the day of Jamal | went to meet "Ali after Talhah
was slain. At that time, the people of Kufah began to scorn and abuse him, so
“Ali said: “Now that it’s come to this, it is truly as al-Ja'di said.” He then recited
poetry by abu Layla al-Ja'di: “A young man whose wealth brought his friend
closer to him in richness while poverty drove them further apart.” He continued:
“It is as if my uncle (i.e "Abbas) was looking through a thin veil (to the future). By
God, | only received it after much evil and no goodness.”**

1 say: Without a doubt, al-"Abbas was a wise elder from Banu Hashim, he lived
amongst Quraysh’s masters and knew the ins and outs of Arabian politics. "Ali
being a pious jurist and mighty warrior was not prepared for the politics of
leadership.



IX-The passing of “Ali bin abi Talib and how he remembered his predecessors.

Finally, it was in God’s decree that "Ali bin abi Talib would become the leader
after the martyrdom of “Uthman bin "Affan in a time of turmoil. This great
Companion spent his days trying to overcome numerous trials and tribulations.
‘Ali’s problems were not limited to his opponents but often times they were
caused by his own supporters.
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“Ali’s companion Suwayd bin Ghaflah narrates: | passed by a few Shia (‘Ali’s
supporters in Kufah) while they were criticizing Abu Bakr and "Umar may Allah
be pleased with them. Then | entered on “Ali bin abi Talib and complained: “O
commander of faithful, | passed by some of your followers mentioning Abu Bakr
and ‘Umar in an unfitting way, if they did not believe that you shared their
opinion they would not have dared to do so.” "Ali said: “I seek refuge in Allah,
the best of this nation after its Prophet (saws) are Abu Bakr and “Umar may
Allah be pleased with both, then Allah knows best where the goodness is, | say

this and ask Allah for forgiveness for me and you.”*”
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‘Ismah al-Basri narrated: We were in the mosque when a man came and
belittled Abu Bakr and "Umar then verbally abused “Uthman, so | entered on "Ali
bin abi Talib and said: “O commander of faithful, there is a man in the mosque
who belittled Abu Bakr and ‘Umar then insulted "Uthman.” So he said: “Bring
him to me!” After they brought him, he said: “Who testifies against him?” | and
those with me all testified, so he ordered that he be trampled then said: “Take
this one to the markets so that the people might see him and recognize him.



Then send him away as he must not live near me.” "Ali stood up and we stood
with him and he climbed on the pulpit, praised God and thanked him then said:
“The best of this nation after its Prophet (saw) are Abu Bakr and "Umar and if |

wished to name the third | would name him.”*?®
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Kathir al-Ahmasi al-Bajali said: A man came to "Ali and said: “You are the best of
people!” So “Ali asked: “Have you met the Prophet (saw)?” The man said: “No.”
He said: “Have you met Abu Bakr?” he said: “No.” he said: “Have you met
‘Umar?” he said: “No.” he said: “If you had said that you met the Prophet (saw) |
would have killed you, and if you had met Abu Bakr and ‘Umar | would have
whipped you.”**
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“Ali’s companion “Algamah bin Qays hit his hand on the pulpit of al-Kufah and
said: "Ali ibn abi Talib gave us a sermon on this very pulpit, he mentioned what
Allah willed for him to mention, then said: “It had reached me that some people
prefer me over Abu Bakr and “Umar, if | had clarified this matter previously |
would have punished them, but | hate punishing before warning. After this
moment in which | stand before you, whosoever shall be brought to me,
claiming anything of the sort, then he is a slanderer; his punishment is that of a
slanderer.” Then he said: “The best of people after the Messenger of Allah
(saws) are Abu Bakr then “Umar. Love not thy friend extremely, as one day they
might be your worst enemy, and loathe not thy enemy with extremism, as one
day he might be your loved one.”**

1 say: "Ali had to constantly deal with the deviance of the Iraqi Kufans as long as
he lived. Throughout his life, he confronted the exaggerators and extremists from
those who claimed him to have absolute knowledge to those who went as far as to
say he’s a god. Then there emerged from those same people a group of Khawarij
accusing him of hypocrisy and disbelief leading to a bloody war. The narrations



of "Ali announcing the superiority of Abu Bakr and "Umar are mass transmitted
and authentic.
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"Amr bin Sufiyan narrated: When “Ali was given reigns of authority, he said: “O
people, the Messenger (saw) never entrusted us with any command with
regards to this matter of leadership. We (i.e Companions) saw in our opinion
that Abu Bakr should succeed and he ruled with uprightness until he passed
away.”*!
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Muhammad bin Hatib asked “Ali regarding “Uthman, so "Ali said: “He was from
the faithful ones who feared their Lord. Then he increased in faith and piety.”
Qays bin "Abbad narrated that "Ali told his son al-Hasan on the day of the Camel:
“O Hasan, your father wishes he died twenty years ago.” Al-Hasan said: “Dear
father, | used to advise you against this.” “Ali said: “O son, | didn’t know it would
reach this!” And Ja'far bin Muhammad narrated from his father that “Ali said: “I
hope that I, Talhah and Zubayr would be from those mentioned in this verse
{And We will remove whatever is in their breasts of resentment, [so they will
be] brothers, on thrones facing each other.}” And the commander of the faithful
was innocent from ‘Uthman’s blood, he used to say: “By God, | did not kill, nor
give an order, nor was | pleased and | did not participate in "Uthman’s

murder.” %2
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Abi Wa'il informs us of what people requested from "Ali after he was fatally
struck by lbn Muljam: It was said to "Ali bin abi Talib: “Will you not appoint a
successor?” He said: “The Messenger (saw) never appointed one so | may do so.
If God wishes goodness for the people, He will gather them around the best



man after me just as He gathered them around the best man after their Prophet

(SaW) 7133



CONCLUSION:

We have reached the end of our story and what remains is to list the major
things we learned and the benefits we derived from this long story then
conclude by invoking God’s mercy upon all believers.

-Firstly, the Prophet (saw) passed away unexpectedly without having appointed
a successor for the position of Caliphate. We learn this through numerous
statements, some are clear and explicit while others just hint towards this.
Therefore, it is unanimously agreed upon in all history books through many
authentic and weak traditions that no leader was chosen for this nation by
name. As for "Ali bin abi Talib’s alleged appointment at “Ghadir Khum”, we find
no mention of it by ‘Ali or anyone else which clearly implies that it was not
understood in the context some of “Ali’s later Shia believed.

-Secondly, the Muhajirin were able to persuade the Ansar to drop their demand
for authority and Abu Bakr was selected as leader on the spot by agreement of
the vast majority who were present except Sa'd and Hubab. Abu Bakr’s pledge
was sudden and unplanned, it happened in a state of emergency and could have
led to dangerous consequences thus "Umar warned people to not take that path
ever again. Abu Bakr would receive a public pledge from everybody on the next
day with only select individuals refusing such as Khalid but nobody was forced.

-Thirdly, the stories about the house of "Ali being burned and the killing of his
wife and child are baseless sectarian fabrications and none of that took place.
“Ali and Zubayr gave their pledge on Thursday but it was very late and caused
certain folks to think that ‘Ali did not approve and accept so they began
chanting his name. "Ali did not pay attention to those who encouraged his
Caliphate nor did he participate much in political life since the event of
inheritance until the death of his wife. After six months, “Ali felt it was important
to clear the air and speak honestly about what he thought and why Banu
Hashim were upset. Abu Bakr showed good will and apologized then accepted
“Ali’s apology. "Ali insisted on renewing his allegiance to Abu Bakr in front of
everybody to prevent further rumours from spreading.

-Fourthly, tribal affiliations affected the process in a way that tribes competed
for the position as they knew much benefit would befall their tribesmen and



families if they succeeded. People boasted about their virtues, merits, lineage
and accomplishments in Islam to claim the right of successorship. The dispute
regarding superiority with the Ansar offended some of the leaders of Quraysh
who later embraced Islam and this led to much tension in the city. The most
pious of people were those least affected by any tribal extremism which shows
the great influence Islam had over their lives since they embraced it.

-Fifthly, it should be clear to all how great are the teachings of Islam and how
loyal were the Companions of Muhammad (saw) for had it not been for the light
of Islam, these Arabs would have surely fought for honor and power just like
they did in times of ignorance. It took true divine intervention to transform
those simple desert Arabs into guided folks who act to please the Lord Almighty
even if it conflicts with their past ideologies. The past Arabs would have never
accepted to select a weak man from a weak tribe such as Abu Bakr to rule over
them but Islam has made this possible. With the power now in the hands of
righteous leaders and enlightened individuals, the Arabs flourished and
accomplished great feats by God'’s blessing.

-Sixthly, history reveals the superiority of certain individuals, the best of whom
are Abu Bakr and ‘Umar. These two elders proved their detachment from the
materialistic world and their pure understanding of Islam. They did not seek
authority nor did they gather wealth, instead they deprived their own families
and never allowed those of blood relation to rule even though they both were
more than capable with the power, respect and love they obtained throughout
their lives. They had the best of teachers and followed the best example without
faltering thus setting a high standard for all those to come after them. We found
it very hard to argue that anybody could reach the high status of these two
selfless and pious elders after browsing the history books.

-The seventh benefit we acquire, is that the Islamic sources contain vast
amounts of information and a large amount of detail can be collected by diving
into the hearts of the large books. The information recorded by all of these
historians may vary in minor details and the different versions will have their
differences but the overall flow of events is similar and the outcomes are
unanimous. The story we recorded above is a useful summary, it merges most of
the details into one text and the result would be as if the reader went back to
the original resources listed at the top and went through them one by one.



In the end we ask our Lord to forgive us and our brothers who preceded us in
faith. We ask Him to raise us and our brothers and sisters to the highest levels of
paradise. Lastly, may the most Merciful benefit us through what we read and
push us to learn from the mistakes of the past in order to organize and unite for
a better Islamic government.

The end of the books of Saqifah & Shura by Hani al-Tarabulsi, 15th of December
2016.
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